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What a privilege for most of us here that in six weeks’ time we’ll be on our way to WYD in Krakow. We’ll be there with over 1.5 million pilgrims and one Pope. As well as pilgrims, you are WYD Comms Officers and today you’ll be learning about the practicalities of how to carry out that role. As well as those specialised media skills this is a task that demands spiritual skills as well. The spiritual skill required in media work is purity of heart. This is not a quality normally associated with the media but remember the beatitude that says: blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God. Your task as Comms Officers is to help people here in Britain see God at work in WYD. To do that you will need eyes that can see God in all that frenetic activity going on around you: on the journey, in the crowds and during the supersized liturgies.

So today’s story of Elijah at Mt Horeb is a story for you: God is not in the wind, the earthquake or the fire, he’s in the gentle breeze. The eyes of the world’s ordinary media in Krakow will see all the earthquake elements such as the vast crowds and the papal motorcade; they’ll report on that as if holding a vast demo is what the church wants to show the world. So you are the ones called to see God in the gentle breeze and to describe to others the breath of the Holy Spirit transforming lives during the whole WYD event. To see that work of the Spirit and to report on it creatively, to do that, you need a pure heart. A pure heart doesn’t come from just keeping the minimum of rules. 

As we hear in the Sermon on the Mount some of which has just been read out, you were told don’t commit adultery, don’t kill, don’t break an oath. But Jesus says you need to look beyond the rules: be merciful, be chaste, be honourable. Now that isn’t a new set of rules it’s a mind-set that grows in time with plenty of false starts and lots of falls from grace along the way. But to want to live life in the Spirit is the first step to that purity of heart which enables us to see God and tell others about God.

So don’t keep your prayer in one box and your reporting in another. Like Elijah, prayerfully look past the wind and the fire to see the movement of the Spirit. So many people will hear a specific call from God in Krakow as so many have done at previous WYDs. 25% of seminarians mention WYD as a key moment on their vocational journey, other people meet their marriage partners there and others again hear a call to a life’s work. An important part of your vocation during these days in Poland is to report on the hidden dimension of God’s work. 

A vocation isn’t a fixed item and so embrace this temporary vocation; who knows where it may lead you in the future; maybe media work will be a part of your future. So in this Mass let’s all pray for the grace of a pure heart to see God at work among the pilgrims and for a creative spark of the Holy Spirit to enable you to communicate that vision. May you do this in ways that engage people back home to look again at the life of the Church so that they too may come to see God.
