
  Word of God     Luke 4: 14-21

Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, 
returned to Galilee; and his reputation spread 
throughout the countryside. He taught in their 
synagogues and everyone praised him.

He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day as he usually did. He stood up to read, and they 
handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unroll-
ing the scroll he found the place where it is written:

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for he has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring the good news 
to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives
and to the blind new sight,
to set the downtrodden free,
to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the as-
sistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, 
‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’     

Alternative reading     Luke 9: 28-36

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and 
went up the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the 
aspect of his face was changed and his clothing be-
came brilliant as lightning. Suddenly there were two 
men there talking to him; they were Moses and Eli-
jah appearing in glory, and they were speaking of his 
passing which he was to accomplish in Jerusalem. 
Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep, 
but they kept awake and saw his glory and the two 
men standing with him. As these were leaving him, 
Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful for us 
to be here; so let us make three tents, one for you, 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ - He did not know 
what he was saying. As he spoke, a cloud came and 
covered them with shadow; and when they went into 
the cloud the disciples were afraid. And a voice came 
from the cloud saying, ‘This is my Son, the Chosen 
One. Listen to him.’ And after the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone. The disciples kept silence 
and, at that time, told no one what they had seen.
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