Prayer of the Faithful

15th Sunday of Ordinary Time     11th/12th July 2015
These suggested bidding prayers draw on the Liturgy of the Word of this Sunday’s Mass and invite us, as individuals and as a community, to respond to that Word by asking the Lord to help us become more faithful witnesses, and so more effective evangelisers.  Please feel free to use a selection of those offered, or modify them as appropriate, in your parish celebration.  You may also add other intentions specific to the needs of your own community and the Church. 

Celebrant 
“You too have heard the message of the truth and the good news of your salvation.”  Let us now turn in prayer to our loving Father, asking him to make us more confident witnesses to the Good News that we have heard and the gift of faith that we have received, so that through us, others may be drawn into relationship with Christ. 

Deacon/Reader 
It was the Lord who said: ‘Go, prophesy to my people’.  We pray that all those attending this weekend’s Proclaim National Catholic Evangelisation Conference in Birmingham will be renewed with missionary zeal. 

Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer 
Deacon/Reader 
“Mercy and faithfulness have met; justice and peace have embraced.”  We pray that our mission of evangelisation will lead people to the mercy that God always extends to those who approach him in faith, and to the kingdom of justice and peace that we are called to build. 

Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer 
Deacon/Reader 
“You too have been stamped with the seal of the Holy Spirit.”  We pray that the Holy Spirit will guide and direct the pastors and all the people of this diocese as they fulfil their mission of evangelisation. 

Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer 
Deacon/Reader 
“We were chosen to be, for his greater glory, the people who would put their hopes in Christ.”  We pray that the members of our parish may truly be people of faith, who witness to our hope in Christ among the people of the city/town/community in which we live. 

Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer 

Deacon/Reader: 
“Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out in pairs.”  We pray that each one of us will heed the Lord summoning us and that, supported by the company of our brothers and sisters in this parish, we may respond with confidence to the mission that he gives us. 

Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer 
Deacon/Reader: 
“He instructed them to take nothing for the journey except a staff.”  We pray that we will be ready to set aside all that holds us back from our mission and that we will be generous and trusting in our response to the Lord’s call. 

Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer 
Deacon/Reader 
“They set off to preach repentance; and they cast out many devils.”  We pray that through our mission in the name of Christ, he will lead us to those whose spirits are wounded by sin, that we may lovingly invite them to repentance and to experience the mercy of God. 

Lord in your mercy 

All: Hear our prayer 
Deacon/Reader 
“They anointed many sick people with oil and cured them.”  We pray that the mission of this parish will always include a special care for all who are sick in mind or body, and to whom we minister the consoling touch of Christ who loves them and who unites himself with their suffering.  If appropriate, include here the names of the sick members of the parish. 

Lord in your mercy

All: Hear our prayer 
Deacon/Reader 
May Mary’s prayers help us to share in her discipleship, her courage and her faithfulness. Hail Mary… 
Celebrant 
Lord, in your goodness, listen to the prayers of your children and fill us with the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be heralds of your Good News.

Through Christ Our Lord. 

Amen
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