
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As he celebrated the Way of the Cross on the waterfront of 
Copacabana beach on the Friday of World Youth Day, Pope Francis 
invited the young people to reflect on their relationship with the 
crucified Christ. The three questions posed by Pope Francis that 
evening are an ideal basis for a time of prayer on this National Youth 
Sunday on the Feast of Christ the King. 
 

 
The suggested outline below can be adapted according to the age group, the time available and the 

location. 

 The group gathers around a cross, either a crucifix or the form of a cross made of nightlights. 

Music may be played or a hymn sung, such as the Taizé chant “Jesus, remember me”.  

 

 The leader introduces the group to the three questions Pope Francis asked the young people. 

The questions are posed one at a time, with space given for reflection in between the 

questions. 
 

- What have you left on the Cross, dear young people? 

- What has the Cross of Jesus left for you, in each one of you? 

- Finally, what does this Cross teach us?  
 

Where possible, it is helpful if the young people can concretely express their response to these 
questions. For example, after the first question they could be invited to light one of the candles 
forming the cross (or to leave a candle by the crucifix) to represent what they desire to leave 
on the cross of Jesus. Likewise, they could be encouraged to make a prayer of thanksgiving 
(aloud or silently) in response to the second question. 

 
After having had time to reflect on the third question, some or all of Pope Francis’ teaching on 
the meaning of the Cross (below) could be read. 

 

 The time of prayer concludes with an Our Father and a hymn, such as the Taizé chant      

“Crucem Tuam”. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speeches/2013/july/documents/papa-francesco_20130726_gmg-via-crucis-rio_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/speeches/2013/july/documents/papa-francesco_20130726_gmg-via-crucis-rio_en.html


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


