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Ideas for presentations in parishes on 
Pax Christi - Peace Sunday 2019
Thank you for taking the opportunity to speak at Mass on Peace Sunday.  We hope these suggestions will support you in what you want to say.  Make them your own!  If you are able to say something about your own work for peace/ membership of Pax Christi that would make the message more personal. 
Checklist  before you speak

· When will you be speaking?  During the homily time, after Communion, at the end of Mass?
· Ask if a collection can be taken to support Pax Christi’s work 
· How much time have you been allocated?

· Go over your talk ahead of time – helps to do this out loud

· Might you use a visual aid?  Copy of Peace Sunday Booklet?  Copy of the new Peace Sunday prayer card or a Pax Christi leaflet?

· Will you be able to give out Pax Christi leaflets or prayer cards at the end of Mass?  This really helps to personalise Pax Christi
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak today, Peace Sunday, and share something of the work of Pax Christi.   My name is …………………………… and I have been a member / supporter of Pax Christi for ……………………. years.  Pax Christi is important to me because  ………………………………
In his 2019 World Peace Day message, which has the theme  “Good politics serves peace”, Pope Francis invites us to begin our  New Year with  a concern for  the future of life and the planet, of the youngest and the weakest.  Internationally thousands are displaced and suffer as a result of war, yet the global arms trade continues unabated and people profit from war. We hear of flashpoints of potential and real violence: Russia, Ukraine, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gaza… situations often brought about because of bad politics.  Our own country is divided over Brexit and people are hurting and we need to explore better ways of reaching out to one another and finding ways to rebuild trust and community.  All of this calls for ‘Good politics’ and the skills and the tools of peacemakers.
Pax Christi International has much to bring to the table, with its 120 member organisations worldwide who work for peace, respect of human rights, justice & reconciliation.  In England and Wales Pax Christi, through its small team of 4 staff members, its volunteers and its members,  reaches out to individuals, schools and parishes with its workshops, prayer resources and campaigning tools, supporting the Catholic community to get on with its own work for peace. Since 1967 Pax Christi has faithfully disseminated the Pope’s World Peace Day message to parishes in England and Wales and urged the celebration of Peace Sunday.
Pax Christi does lots more too.  In the past year, Pax Christi has  

· Urged our Government to support the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, and amplified the Holy See’s voice calling nuclear weapons one of the greatest moral challenges of our time.

· Supported the Eucharistic Congress parallel programme, producing a special resource on the Eucharist, Peace and Justice, running meditations with the Pax Christi ICON of Peace, and workshops on peacemaking during the Congress in Liverpool.

· Produced reflection and prayer resources to help parishes and schools commemorate the peacemaking opportunity of the centenary of the First World War Armistice with the message No more war – let’s make peace happen. 
· Helped to create an intergenerational project entitled Peace Faith  and Justice, an accessible and easy-to-use tool to help start conversations in parishes, communities and groups. 

· Offered teacher inset days and several Faith in Action days for Catholic schools, part of our on-going outreach to schools.  In 2018 Pax Christi  appointed a new Peace Education Worker. 

· Created reflections on the post-Lent scripture readings, viewing them through the lens of peace and nonviolence  and launched a new book, Choosing Peace: the Catholic Church returns to Gospel Nonviolence, which captures our work with the Catholic Nonviolence Initiative. 

Towards the end of his message Pope Francis says: good politics is at the service of peace. It respects and promotes fundamental human rights, which are at the same time mutual obligations, enabling a bond of trust and gratitude to be forged between present and future generations. Today more than ever, our societies need “artisans of peace” who can be messengers and authentic witnesses of God the Father, who wills the good and the happiness of the human family.
Encouraging learning, dialogue and putting faith into action is ‘good politics’, it is what Pax Christi does well.   We hope that today you will be inspired to support Pax Christi’s work with a donation or by becoming a member and by taking away one of our prayer cards and keep the work for peace at the heart of your daily prayer.  
Thank you for your time.
