FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
12 MAY 2013

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY

Dear Father,
World Communications Day will this year take place on Sunday 12 May, the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord. On this day, Catholics are invited to reflect anew on the command of Jesus to his followers that we should preach the Good News of the Gospel to the whole world.

You will know already of the huge impact made on Catholics and non-Catholics alike by the election of Pope Francis. He has communicated the depth and joy of our faith in word and action and is likely to continue doing so in dramatic and accessible ways. The constant demand for images, comment and in-depth analysis of the new Papacy is being responded to by the Catholic Communications Network, the media office of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. CCN seeks to be of service both to the Church and to the world in explaining the meaning behind the highly symbolic words and actions of the Holy Father. 

Please share with your people the extraordinary opportunity we have to offer new insights into the Gospel, not least through the ministry of Pope Francis. Encourage them to support the crucial work of CCN by giving generously to the collection which will be taken on 12 May, World Communications Day. Invite them to visit the website for which CCN is responsible, containing continually updated news and information on the life and work of the Catholic Church (www.catholicnews.org.uk).

PARISH RESOURCES, POSTCARDS, INFORMATION
Postcards are being sent to parishes for distribution. Parish resources such as a parish newsletter insert, homily notes, bidding prayers and a collection form are available online:

www.catholicnews.org.uk/world-communications-day-2013
PARISH COLLECTION FOR WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY
Please send your parish collection for World Communications Day to the Catholic Trust for England and Wales (Bishops’ Conference Secretariat, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX).  The collection form is also on the back of this letter.
Pope Francis’ first audience was with the media and on 16 March he told journalists:

“Be assured that the Church, for her part, highly esteems your important work. At your disposal you have the means to hear and to give voice to people’s expectations and demands, and to provide for an analysis and interpretation of current events. Your work calls for careful preparation, sensitivity and experience, like so many other professions, but it also demands a particular concern for what is true, good and beautiful. This is something which we have in common, since the Church exists to communicate precisely this: Truth, Goodness and Beauty “in person”. It should be apparent that all of us are called not to communicate ourselves, but this existential triad made up of truth, beauty and goodness.”
With my thanks in advance for your continued support of World Communications Day. 
Yours sincerely
[image: image1.wmf]
+George Stack
Archbishop of Cardiff
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12 MAY 2013

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY

Dear Sisters, Fathers, and Brothers,
World Communications Day will take place on Sunday 12 May, the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord. On this day, Catholics are invited to reflect anew on the command of Jesus to his followers that we should preach the Good News of the Gospel to everyone. As members of religious communities throughout the world, you will know of the privilege and challenge this is in the various cultures within which you serve. The seemingly insatiable demand for news on every aspect of the life of the Church is a universal phenomenon.

You will know already of the huge impact made on Catholics and non-Catholics alike by the election of Pope Francis. He has communicated the depth and joy of our faith in word and action and is likely to continue doing so in dramatic and accessible ways. The constant demand for images, comment and in-depth analysis of the new Papacy is being responded to by the Catholic Communication Network, the media office of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. CCN seeks to be of service both to the Church and to the world in explaining the meaning behind the highly symbolic words and actions of the Holy Father. 

Please share with your community and the people you serve, the extraordinary opportunity we have to offer new insights into the Gospel, not least through the ministry of Pope Francis. Encourage them to support the crucial work of CCN by giving generously to the collection which will be taken on 12 May, World Communications Day. Invite them to visit the website for which CCN is responsible, containing continually updated news and information on the life and work of the Catholic Church (www.catholicnews.org.uk).

PARISH RESOURCES, POSTCARDS, INFORMATION
Postcards are being sent to parishes for distribution. Parish resources such as parish and community newsletter inserts, homily notes, bidding prayers and a collection form are available online:

www.catholicnews.org.uk/world-communications-day-2013
PARISH COLLECTION FOR WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY
Please send your parish or community collection for World Communications Day to the Catholic Trust for England and Wales (Bishops’ Conference Secretariat, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX). The collection form is also on the back of this letter.
Pope Francis’ first audience was with the media and on 16 March he told journalists:

“Be assured that the Church, for her part, highly esteems your important work. At your disposal you have the means to hear and to give voice to people’s expectations and demands, and to provide for an analysis and interpretation of current events. Your work demands a particular concern for what is true, good and beautiful. This is something which we have in common, since the Church exists to communicate precisely this: Truth, Goodness and Beauty “in person”. It should be apparent that all of us are called not to communicate ourselves, but this existential triad made up of truth, beauty and goodness.”
On behalf of the Bishops of England and Wales, may I thank you for your ministry of service and witness. Thank you also for the support you already give to the Catholic Communications Network and its engagement with the Church in the World. 

Yours sincerely
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+George Stack, Archbishop of Cardiff
