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Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? (Rom 8:35). With these words, Saint Paul speaks of the glory 
of our faith in Jesus: not only has Christ risen from the dead and ascended to heaven, but he has united us to 
himself and he grants us a share in his eternal life. Christ is victorious and his victory is ours!

Today we celebrate this victory in Paul Yun Ji-chung and his 123 companions. Their names now stand 
alongside those of the holy martyrs Andrew Kim Taegon, Paul Chong Hasang and companions, to whom I just 
paid homage. All of them lived and died for Christ, and now they reign with him in joy and in glory. With Saint 
Paul, they tell us that, in the death and resurrection of his Son, God has granted us the greatest victory of all. 
For “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38-39).

The victory of the martyrs, their witness to the power of God’s love, continues to bear fruit today in Korea, 
in the Church which received growth from their sacrifice. Our celebration of Blessed Paul and Companions 
provides us with the opportunity to return to the first moments, the infancy as it were, of the Church in Korea. 
It invites you, the Catholics of Korea, to remember the great things which God has wrought in this land and to 
treasure the legacy of faith and charity entrusted to you by your forebears. 

In God’s mysterious providence, the Christian faith was not brought to the shores of Korea through 
missionaries; rather, it entered through the hearts and minds of the Korean people themselves. It was 
prompted by intellectual curiosity, the search for religious truth. Through an initial encounter with the Gospel, 
the first Korean Christians opened their minds to Jesus. They wanted to know more about this Christ who 
suffered, died, and rose from the dead. Learning about Jesus soon led to an encounter with the Lord, the first 
baptisms, the yearning for a full sacramental and ecclesial life, and the beginnings of missionary outreach. It 
also bore fruit in communities inspired by the early Church, in which the believers were truly one in mind and 
heart, regardless of traditional social differences, and held all things in common (cf. Acts 4:32).

This history tells us much about the importance, the dignity and the beauty of the vocation of the laity. I greet 
the many lay faithful present, and in particular the Christian families who daily by their example teach the faith 
and the reconciling love of Christ to our young. In a special way, too, I greet the many priests present; by their 
dedicated ministry they pass on the rich patrimony of faith cultivated by past generations of Korean Catholics.

Today’s Gospel contains an important message for all of us. Jesus asks the Father to consecrate us in truth, 
and to protect us from the world. 

First of all, it is significant that, while Jesus asks the Father to consecrate and protect us, he does not ask him 
to take us out of the world. We know that he sends his disciples forth to be a leaven of holiness and truth in the 
world: the salt of the earth, the light of the world. In this, the martyrs show us the way.

Soon after the first seeds of faith were planted in this land, the martyrs and the Christian community had to 
choose between following Jesus or the world. They had heard the Lord’s warning that the world would hate 
them because of him (Jn 17:14); they knew the cost of discipleship. For many, this meant persecution, and 
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later flight to the mountains, where they formed Catholic villages. They were willing to make great sacrifices 
and let themselves be stripped of whatever kept them from Christ – possessions and land, prestige and honor 
– for they knew that Christ alone was their true treasure.

So often we today can find our faith challenged by the world, and in countless ways we are asked to 
compromise our faith, to water down the radical demands of the Gospel and to conform to the spirit of this age. 
Yet the martyrs call out to us to put Christ first and to see all else in this world in relation to him and his eternal 
Kingdom. They challenge us to think about what, if anything, we ourselves would be willing to die for. 

The example of the martyrs also teaches us the importance of charity in the life of faith. It was the purity of 
their witness to Christ, expressed in an acceptance of the equal dignity of all the baptized, which led them to 
a form of fraternal life that challenged the rigid social structures of their day. It was their refusal to separate 
the twin commandment of love of God and love of neighbor which impelled them to such great solicitude 
for the needs of the brethren. Their example has much to say to us who live in societies where, alongside 
immense wealth, dire poverty is silently growing; where the cry of the poor is seldom heeded; and where Christ 
continues to call out to us, asking us to love and serve him by tending to our brothers and sisters in need.

If we follow the lead of the martyrs and take the Lord at his word, then we will understand the sublime freedom 
and joy with which they went to their death. We will also see today’s celebration as embracing the countless 
anonymous martyrs, in this country and throughout the world, who, especially in the last century, gave their 
lives for Christ or suffered grave persecution for his name.

Today is a day of great rejoicing for all Koreans. The heritage of Blessed Paul Yun Ji-chung and his 
companions – their integrity in the search for truth, their fidelity to the highest principles of the religion which 
they chose to embrace, and their testimony of charity and solidarity with all – these are part of the rich 
history of the Korean people. The legacy of the martyrs can inspire all men and women of good will to work 
in harmony for a more just, free and reconciled society, thus contributing to peace and the protection of 
authentically human values in this country and in our world.

May the prayers of all the Korean martyrs, in union with those of Our Lady, Mother of the Church, obtain for us 
the grace of perseverance in faith and in every good work, holiness and purity of heart, and apostolic zeal in 
bearing witness to Jesus in this beloved country, throughout Asia, and to the ends of the earth. 

Amen
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