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INTRODUCTION TO MASS

Today’s Gospel reading is the story of the Forgiving Father, also know as the Parable of the Prodigal Son. It reminds us that God’s unconditional love and mercy is available to everyone, whatever path in life we might take, however far we might stray. The Gospel invites us all to reflect how we might receive those, perhaps close to us, who no longer practice their faith. Reaching out to non-churchgoing Catholics, sometimes called ‘lapsed’ Catholics, is the theme of today’s Home Mission Sunday – the day annually when we are invited to pray for and support the Church’s work of evangelisation in England and Wales.
HOMILY NOTES
The theme for Home Mission Sunday 2013 is: “Crossing the Threshold: Ministry and outreach to non-churchgoing (lapsed) Catholics”.

Christian Hope And Prayer
The first option for today’s Gospel Acclamation asks God, Our Father, to open our eyes to understand the hope found in Jesus. If we do not understand this hope ourselves, how can we pass it on to others? All of us need to pray for the grace to understand, and to experience more deeply in our hearts, that Jesus is a living presence. To the bereaved, he is hope of eternal life; to the abandoned, the pledge of God’s love for each person on earth; to the broken, the embodiment of God’s power to heal; to the guilty, the sign of God’s willingness to forgive sin. The more we experience the touch of Christ’s presence, the more fully we can share Christian hope with others. Such an experience only comes through prayer, through opening our hearts and minds to God. 
Proclaim God’s Love And Mercy
Exodus, I Timothy and the Parable of the Forgiving Father (Luke 15:1-32) all speak of God’s mercy. If the Catholic Church is rightly known for proclamation of challenging moral and ethical standards, how much more so should we be known as bearers of the message of a merciful and loving God! On Home Mission Sunday – the one day in the Church’s calendar when we pray for and are invited to support the work of evangelisation in England and Wales – our challenge is to invite every Catholic to be an ambassador for God’s unconditional love, forgiveness and compassion, for the Loving Father who is always willing to offer us another chance. St Faustina’s writings about her profound experience of Jesus as Divine Mercy, or extracts from ‘God is Not Angry’ by the late Dom Ian Petit, OSB, offer inspiration in this regard.

Non-Churchgoing (Lapsed) Catholic
It is estimated that there are around four million baptised Catholics in England and Wales who no longer or rarely attend church. The reasons for this are varied and complex. Our task, as the one million or so churchgoing Catholics in England and Wales is, in a totally non-judgemental way, to be Christ-like ambassadors to them, sharing the message of his unconditional love, acceptance and forgiveness. 

Are We Ready?
The three parables in today’s Gospel (two in the shortened version) all involve a community celebration when the lost treasure is recovered. They invite us to consider how we react today when a non-churchgoing Catholic appears on the threshold of our Church. Are our first thoughts cynical and judgemental? If our instinct is not to welcome returning Catholics warmly, what is today’s Gospel telling us about our own negative attitudes to our church community? The Elder Brother of the Lost Son stands as a warning to all of us. 

Crossing the Threshold
The worry and anxiety experienced by parents, siblings and grandparents of non-churchgoing Catholics, is deep and heartfelt. Many of us hold in our hearts at least one person in our family who seems disconnected from the life of the Church. On Home Mission Sunday this year we are invited to remember them, in a very special way, in our prayers. Any one of us might be the person with the right word, the right gentle invitation, the right quiet non-judgmental response, which enables a Catholic family member or friend to cross the threshold back into our Sunday congregation. (You may choose to pause for a moment to invite parishioners to silently bring those people to mind.)

Supporting This Ministry
The Bishops of England and Wales ask that parishes kindly have a second collection on 15 September to support the development of this area of ministry and outreach. The collection enables the Bishops to pursue a breadth of projects in service of Home Mission – websites, outreach projects, research initiatives, campaign materials, and much more. Please do pick up the free Home Mission Sunday leaflet as you leave church today. Your support though prayer, and generous giving, will be enormously appreciated.
ENDS

SUGGESTED INCLUSIONS FOR THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

· We remember in prayer every member of the Church in England and Wales, that God may grant each one of us a deeper experience of the loving presence of Christ, and an understanding of the hope that his message brings.

· For those baptised who no longer or rarely attend Church, that they will understand, and experience in their hearts, that Christ is the source of unconditional love and reconciliation.
· On Home Mission Sunday, we pray for everyone who worships in this parish community, that we may find the right words and means to invite our absent brothers and sisters to return to the practice of their faith.

These liturgical resources were written by Revd Dr Gareth Leyshon who is Chair of the Evangelisation Group of the Archdiocese of Cardiff. Revd Dr Leyshon is also the priest responsible for Archbishop George Stack’s ‘Come and See’ project at Cardiff’s new Catholic venue, the Cornerstone at St David’s. Learn more at www.CardiffCatholic.com
Home Mission Sunday is resourced by the Bishops’ Conference Home Mission Desk in service of the Department for Evangelisation and Catechesis. Email: homemission@cbcew.org.uk 
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