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Homily Hints
Below are a number of quotes on forgiveness, welcome and prayer that we hope will inspire you and your homily for Home Mission Sunday.
Forgiveness
Forgiveness is the name of love practiced among people who love poorly. The hard truth is that all people love poorly. We need to forgive and be forgiven every day, every hour increasingly. That is the great work of love among the fellowship of the weak that is the human family.  Henri J. M. Nouwen
To love means loving the unlovable. To forgive means pardoning the unpardonable. Faith means believing the unbelievable. Hope means hoping when everything seems hopeless. G.K. Chesterton
To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you. C.S. Lewis
I think that if God forgives us we must forgive ourselves. Otherwise, it is almost like setting up ourselves as a higher tribunal than Him.  C.S. Lewis
Forgiveness is not an occasional act, it is a constant attitude.  Martin Luther King Jr.
I did once seriously think of embracing the Christian faith. The gentle figure of Christ, so full of forgiveness that he taught his followers not to retaliate when abused or struck, but to turn the other cheek - I thought it was a beautiful example of the perfect man. Mahatma Gandhi
 As I walked out the door toward the gate that would lead to my freedom, I knew if I didn't leave my bitterness and hatred behind, I'd still be in prison. Nelson Mandela
I have always found that mercy bears richer fruits than strict justice. Abraham Lincoln


Prayer
Joy is prayer; joy is strength: joy is love; joy is a net of love by which you can catch souls. Saint Teresa of Calcutta
Prayer is an act of love; words are not needed. Even if sickness distracts from thoughts, all that is needed is the will to love. Saint Teresa of Avila
Every true prayer is a prayer of the Church; by means of that prayer the Church prays, since it is the Holy Spirit living in the Church, Who in every single soul 'prays in us with unspeakable groanings'. St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)
Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God, at His disposition, and listening to His voice in the depth of our hearts. Saint Teresa of Calcutta
If you accept the belief that baptism incorporates us in the mystical body of Christ, into the divine DNA, then you might say that the Holy Spirit is present in each of us, and thus we have the capacity for the fullness of redemption, of transformation. Thomas Keating
Welcome
I knew that no matter what door you knock on in a Cretan village, it will be opened for you. A meal will be served in your honour and you will sleep between the best sheets in the house. In Crete the stranger is still the unknown god. Before him all doors and all hearts are opened. Nikos Kazantzakis                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
‘The heart of the message will always be the same: the God who revealed his immense love in the crucified and risen Christ.’ (Pope Francis: Evangelii Gaudium 11) Hospitality is one dimension of that immense love. It is the willingness to live a life of active concern and responsibility toward all who come within the circle of our life. The word “welcome” (come well) says it all. Robert Morneau
Whenever our interior life becomes caught up in its own interests and concerns, there is no longer room for others, no place for the poor. God’s voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt, and the desire to do good fades … that is no way to live a dignified and fulfilled life; it is not God’s will for us, nor is it the life in the Spirit which has its source in the heart of  the risen Christ. Pope Francis 
May God break my heart so completely that the whole world falls in. Saint Teresa of Calcutta
Each day holds a surprise. But only if we expect it can we see, hear, or feel it when it comes to us. Let's not be afraid to receive each day's surprise, whether it comes to us as sorrow or as joy. It will open a new place in our hearts, a place where we can welcome new friends and celebrate more fully our shared humanity. Henri J. M. Nouwen
