Silver Jubilee of the Catholic Bishopric of the Forces

Message from the Holy Father
The Holy Father was pleased to learn of the celebrations taking place to mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the establishment of the Military Ordinariate in the United Kingdom, and he sends cordial greetings to all those taking part.  

Mindful that there are “many men and women in uniform full of faith in Jesus, who love the truth, who want to promote peace and who commit themselves as true disciples of Christ, at the service of their nation” (Address to the Sixth International Convention of Military Ordinariates, 22 October 2011), His Holiness wishes to express his appreciation of the generous dedication and spirit of sacrifice shown by members of the Armed Forces and their families and he assures them of a special remembrance in his prayers.  

He likewise encourages the military chaplains to be zealous preachers of the Gospel, faithful ministers of the sacraments, and Christ-like shepherds, always ready to listen and to offer support in the often difficult circumstances of military service.  

Commending all those associated with the Ordinariate to the intercession of St. Michael and St. George, the Holy Father gladly imparts his Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of heavenly peace and joy.

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone

Secretary of State

