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Your Excellencies Archbishop Kevin McDonald, Chair, Episcopal Office for Relations with Other Religions, Archbishop Patrick Kelly, a Member of our Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, Your Excellencies Bishops, Respected leaders of different religions on the dais and distinguished guests in the audience,

I am immensely happy to be present here in your midst this day participating in this unique interreligious prayer-meet along with Father Santiago Michael of our Dicastery. At the very outset, I wish to thank you all for your valuable presence here, in solidarity, to pray for the noble cause of much needed peace in today’s world. Our sincere gratitude goes to the Episcopal Conference of England and Wales particularly the Episcopal Office for Relations with Other Religions headed by Archbp. Kevin for gathering us together for this purpose and for organizing it so well in active collaboration with many of you present here. 

We have prayed for peace which according to Pope Paul VI who actually instituted the World Day of peace is “the primary good” of humanity (Message for the observance of a Day of Peace, 1 January, 1968), the most profound longing of every human being. Prayer is the heart and soul of every religion. The Sacred Scriptures and traditions of our respective religions give pre-eminent place to prayer. Praying, as we know, is considered a normal part of our good religious behavior. We pray for different purposes and we pray with trust and confidence that our prayers will be heard. 

Though our prayers this evening have been different in form and content, owing to our own specific religious traditions, yet all of them united in purpose have given expression to the yearnings of our hearts for peace, peace in our families, peace in our communities and peace in the society. Blessed John Paul II, the architect of Assisi World Day of Prayer for Peace and the inspiration for “the spirit of Assisi” movement all over the world since then, whereby followers of different religious traditions gather together for peace, as we do this day said, “If the world is to become a dwelling-place of peace, we need intense, humble, confident and persevering prayer. Prayer is par excellence the power needed to implore peace and obtain it. It gives courage and support to all who love this good and desire to promote it” (Message for the XXV Annual World Day of Prayer for Peace, 1 January, 1992). He further said, “Prayer not only opens us up to a meeting with the Most High, but also disposes us to a meeting with our neighbor, helping to establish with everyone, without discrimination, relationships of respect, understanding, esteem and love… Prayer as the authentic expression of a right relationship with God and others is already a positive contribution to peace” (Ibid). Let us mark the words: Prayer as the authentic relationship with God and others is already a positive contribution to peace. A right relationship with God, in and through prayer, inevitably leads us to a right relationship with our fellow beings. Indeed, those who are very close to God are also very close to the humanity. The other way round is also true: a right relationship with our fellow beings inevitably leads us to God. For, in them we encounter the God of our prayer. We can even say that it is not we find God in people; rather it is the God in us finds the God in them. When that truly happens, there is peace, “interior peace with oneself and exterior peace with our neighbors and all creation” (Pope Benedict XVI, Message for the World Day of Peace, 2013) ensuring the peaceful coexistence of all based on “truth, freedom, love and justice” (Pacem in Terris) and forgiveness. As believers therefore, you and I are called upon, “as individuals and as a body to be the messengers and artisans of peace” (Pope John Paul II, Message for the XXV Annual World Day of Prayer for Peace, 1 January, 1992). 

How can we be messengers and artisans of peace in concrete terms? First of all and most importantly, by genuinely living our faith whichever religious persuasion we belong to. A faith life authentically lived cannot fail to bring forth fruits of peace and brotherhood because no religion teaches otherwise. It is in the nature of every religion to promote peace and fraternal relationship among people. With our own personal life examples as persons of peace, justice and harmony, we can and we should consciously make an impact on our surroundings, our communities both civil and religious. It is true that there are today certain fundamentalist and fanatic elements that try to instigate intolerance, hatred and violence against people who do not share their beliefs, in the name of authentic religious tenets. But those elements are a minority. And it is here the most important aspect of interreligious cooperation comes in. If we, believers belonging to different religious traditions, who are oriented towards and committed to peace and the common good join hands together as members of one large human family, despite our differences, I believe that we will be able to successfully thwart the evil designs of those elements not by anything else but “with more love, with more goodness” as Pope Benedict XVI would say (Angelus, 18 February, 2008) and also by works of peace. This calls for coordinated and concerted efforts by adherents of diverse religions to promote mutual understanding, mutual respect and mutual cooperation for the cause of peace. The role of religious leaders, in this context, by the very reason of our vocation to be spiritual and moral leaders, is particularly important. We have a great moral responsibility to inspire the followers of our respective religions, by our own personal life examples and teachings, to live in existential dialogue with everyone including those whose faith is different than ours, to live in amity, peace and happiness. We have also the responsibility to dissuade, both individually and collectively, with gentleness and understanding, those who try to create discord and division destabilizing peace and tranquility in our communities and in the society. 

Pope Francis who chose his name in honor of St. Francis of Assisi, the Saint of universal brotherhood whom he called as “the man of peace, the man who loves and protects creation” ( Audience to Representatives of the Communications Media, 16 March 2013), has amply demonstrated, within this short period of his Pontificate, his own determination while reaffirming the Catholic Church’s commitment to promote “a dialogue of friendship” with all believers and people of good will, to make this world more human, more just, more fraternal and more peaceful. In his first Easter Message as the Pope, while praying for peace in the world, he urged people to join him in praying to be transformed by the power of God’s love and mercy and to help “change hatred into love, vengeance into forgiveness, war into peace” (Urbi ET Orbi, 31 March, 2013). May the “spirit of Assisi” that has brought us together this day continue to inspire us to become ever more persons and messengers of peace bearing witness to peace, praying and working for peace. 

Thank you. 

