Comments on CDF’s “Doctrinal Note on Some Aspects of Evangelisation”

The document is essentially aimed at countering the view that in a pluralist society proclaiming the truth of the Gospel to others somehow infringes their freedom. Against the spiritual individualism lying behind this view, the document reminds us that all human beings naturally search for truth and that part of this search is reliance on others who can guarantee the authenticity of a truth. Indeed it is only natural to want to share one’s goods with others, and this includes the spiritual goods of the gospel.

True evangelisation thus consists of dialogue, which is an intrinsic element of human life. It enriches both the person being evangelised, who without the Gospel is deprived of a great good, and the evangelisers, as the Church benefits greatly from the inculturation that takes place in this dialogue. Such evangelisation is marked by an absence of coercion, by a respect for the freedom of others, and not infrequently by the suffering and even martyrdom of the evangelist.

Evangelisation naturally leads to incorporation into the Church which is the bearer of the Gospel. Any sense that the Kingdom of God is somehow above or beyond particular religious traditions must be resisted.

Respect for religious freedom and the conscience of others should not be used to justify indifference towards proclaiming the gospel. Evangelisation is an expression of the charity of Christ towards so many in our society who live in a kind of spiritual desert.

When appropriate, evangelisation can be carried out ecumenically. However, this does not contradict the action of the Holy Spirit in sometimes moving members of other churches to seek full communion with the Catholic Church.
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