CONTENTS OF
THIS ISSUE:

*The Synod’s Message
o Christian

Families. p. 321;

“On File, p. 322;
*Dawebook, p, 322
“Pope John Paul's
Clasing Address i
the Symod of Bishops,
p 125

"Mezsage of the
Canadian Synod Dele-
piion 1o the

af Canada, p. 329
*Report of Cardinal
FPericle Felici on

the Revision of the
Code of Canan Law,

Foverty on Family
Life, by Archbishop
Joseph Bernardin,

r 332

*New Vatican Norms
Jor the Laieizanion
of Priests, p. 135,

NOVEMBER 6, 1980
VOL. 10: NO. 21

T e e

The Message to

Christian

The 1980 worid Synod of Bishops
ended its month-long examination of family
life with a call for families to grow in the love
and life of God. “Today the family is
sometimes obliged to choose a way of life that
goes contrary fo modern cwlture in such
maiters as sexuality, individual autonomy
and material wealth, In the face of sin and
Sallure, ir gives witness to an authentically
Christian  spirit,” the synod said in “A
Message to Christian Families in the Modern
World" issued at closing ceremonies Oct, 25
at the Vavican. [t criticized unjust seructures
which increase world poveryy, the “spirinial

iness” of materialistic cultures and the
disregard for the rights of families by some
governments and international agencies. It
reaffirmed the indissolubillyy of marriage and
the encyclical “Humanae Viwe," but urged
those who find it hard fo live up o “the
difficuls but loving demands™ of Christ not to
be discouraged. It called for the family to be
a “domestic church,” a “community of faith
living in hope and love" which promotes
Christian formation. The Christian family
must not live closed in on itself, but remain
apen to the communiy and, moved by a sense
af justice and concern for others, “foster
social justice and relief of the poor and
oppressed. " The message follows.

1. Introduction

1. We have come to the end
of the synod. For the past month we
bishops from all over the world have

Familes

met here in Rome in union with the
Holy Father and under his
leadership. Before returning to our
own countries, we wish to address
these few words to you. It is not our
intention to give answers to all the
complex questions raised in our day
about marriage and the family. We
only want to share with you the love,
confidence and hope which we feel.
As your bishops and pastors, who are
also your brothers in the faith, we
have been united with you during
these weeks; nor have we forgotten
that we too grew up in families with
all their joys and sorrows. To you and
to our own families we are deeply
grateful.

II. The Situation of Families Today
2. In our discussions of family

life today we have found joys and
consolations, sorrows and difficulties.
We must look first for the good
things and seek to build on them and
make them perfect, confident always
that God is present everywhere in his
creatures and that we can discern his
will in the signs of our times. We are
encouraged by the many good and
positive things that we see. We
rejoice that so many families, even in
the face of great pressure to do
otherwise, gladly fulfill the God-
continued on page 323
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given mission entrusted to them. Their
guodmlsamiﬂdcwm responding to God's
grace and shaping their lives by his teaching
Eave us a great hope.

The number of families who consciously
want to live the life of the Gospel, giving
witness to the fruits of the Spirit, continues to
grow in all our lands.

3. During this past month we have
learned much sbout the many and wvaried
cultural conditions in which Christian families
live. The church must accept and foster this
rich d.lverslly while at the same time

encouraging Christian families to give effective

witness to God's plan within their own
cultures. But all cultural elements must be
evaluated in light of the Gospel, to ensure that
they are consistent with the divine plan for
marriage and the family. This duty — of
acceptance and evaluation — is part of the
same task of discernment

4. A more serious problem than that of
culture is the condition of those families who
live in need in & world of such great wealth. In
manypansol‘meﬂone,nwl]uwhhm

poverty is ing as a
result of social, economic and political
structures which foster injustice, oppression
and dependence. Conditions in many places are
such as to prevent many young men and
wormen from exercising their right to marry and
lead decent lives. In the more developed
countries, on the other hand, one finds another
kind of deprivation: a spiritual emptiness in the
‘midst of abundance, a misery of mind and spirit
which makes it difficult for people to
understand God's will for humean life and
causes them to be anxious about the present
and fearful of the future. Many find it difficult

their fundamental vocation to participate in
God's life and love. They are obsessed with the
desire to possess, the will for power, the quest
for pleasure. Instead of looking upon their
fellow human beings as brothers and sisters,
members of the human family, they regard
them as obstacles and adversaries. Where
people lose their sense of God, the heavenly
Father, they also lose their sense of the human
family. How can human beings see on¢ another
s brothers and sisters if they have lost their
consciousness of having a common Father?
The fatherhood of God is the only basis for the
unity of the human family.

1L God's Plan for Marriage and the Family

7. God's eternal plan (cf. Eph. 1:3) s
that all men and women should participate and
sharemlhcdmmhl‘eandbem;{d‘ljn_ﬂ
2 Pt 1:4). The Father summons
realize this plan in union with their feuuw
human beings, thus forming the people of God
(cf. Lumen Gentium, 9).

8. In a special way the family is called to
carry out this divine plan. It is, as it were, the
first cell of the church, helping its members o
become agents of the history of salvation and
living signs of God's loving plan for the world.

God created us in his own image (cf.
Gn. 1:26), and he gave us the mission to
increase and multiply, to fill the earth and
subdue it (cf. Gn. 1:28). To carry out this plan
man and woman are joined in an intimate
union of love for the service of life. God calls
spouses to participate in his creative power by
handing on the gift of life.

In the fullness of time, the Son of man
born of woman (Gal 4:4) enriched marriage
with his saving grace, elevating it to the level of

to enter into and lve up to the
commitment of marriage. Their hands are full,
but their wounded hearts are wailing for a
Good Samaritin who will bind up their
wounds, pouring on them the wine and oil of
health and gladness.

5. Often certain governments and some
international organizations do violence 1o
I'amha&Tm:mem of the home is violated.
Family rights in mﬂ to religious liberty,
are not
respected. Families resard themselves as wards
and victims rather than as human beings
responsible for their own affairs. Families are
compelled — and this we oppose vehemently
— 1o use such immoral means for the solution
of social, ic and i
s contraception or, even worse, sterilization,

a sacrament and causing it to share in the

of his love sealed with his
blood. Christ’s love and gift to the church and
those of the church to Christ become the
model of the mutual love and self-giving of
man and woman (cff Eph 5:22-32). The
sacramental grace of matrimony is a source of
joy and strength to the spouses. As ministers of
this sacrament, they truly act in the person of
Christ himself and bring about their mutual
sanctification. Spouses must be conscious of
this grace and of the presence of the Holy
Spirit. Eachdahde&rbmlhgrsmdsum you
mns(he&rCh.ml saying to you: “If only you

God's gift" (cf. Jn. 4:10).

9. This divine plan shows us why the
church believes and teaches that the covenant
of love and self-giving between two peopie
Jjoined in sa\:r:menml marriage must be bo::‘

abortion and euthanasia. The s
strongly urges a charter of family rights to
safeguard these rights everywhere.

6. Underlying many of the problems
confronting families and indeed the world at
large is the fact that many people seem Lo reject

Itisa
love and life. The transmission of life is
inseparable from the conjugal union. The
conjugal act itself, as the encyclical Humanae
Vitge tells us, must be fully human, total,
exclusive and open to new life (Humanae
Vitae, 9 and 11).

love must be fully

sed.

Bur, it was added,
o make church seaching
on contra-
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r < 10. God's plan for marriage and the particularly those associated with the Blessed

mm@“m family can only be fully understood, accepted  Virgin, are rich sources of growth in piety and
e ol s and lived by persons who have experienced grace. o _
Christian couples conversion of heart, that radical turning of the 14, Evangelization and catechesis begin &%
whe, despliw @ sin- se.ll'toGodbywhld:mep:llsoﬂlhg"old" hameramily.F_mlioninfaith.chasliuqm 4
m;‘”-‘"‘""" sell‘mdlpumanthel"new.‘ All are called to the other Christian virtues, as well as education
il ﬂmw conversion and sanctity. We must all come to  in human sexuality, must start in the home.
st | S the knowledge and love of the Lord and  Yet the outlook of the Christian family should
because of their experience him in our lives, rejoicing in his mlbenamwandconﬁnedmb‘tounuﬂ-?h;
weakness and aliee- love and mercy, his patience, compassion and it should embrace the whole human family.
:‘* m“‘]'rm- forgiveness, and loving one another as he loves  Within the larger community it hns a duty to
Passratly, the pro- us. Husbands and wives, parents and children, give witness wChmmnMv&h; t should
positions sugpesied are instruments and rmmsters.olf Cﬂ“’“ fmrmgmlmmmdrel o puorand
ety |Buminboceccne o B mei S
& is this whi MmarTiage Encou ii]
%-:n;ﬁv- family life authentic signs of God's love for us  unjust social structures and public and private
auinc o “paince, and of Christ's love for the church. policies which harm the family. Such
sympathy and time” in 11. But the pain of the cross, as well as organizations should also exercise a healthy
i ndrating ot mj%dggnmnem w;‘oolfo? cnnffi:f b:ild sg&alunmﬁdm Special praise is :ung
one who as a to up 1y
Tmn | Semees S ISR et e v rogi
the same time in- mysiery can accept icult but married coupl
sisting on the mor- demands which Jesus Christ makes of us. If appreciate God's plan and live by it This like-
::";wm“”' Wmfwh:mnwmqmmmli;e wﬂke:lgjnuuyshou]dbeen?yumgadaswnuf
1 up to emands, is no reason for comprehensive family minis
wﬁ:u?crm.ﬁo discouragement. ‘‘Let them not be 15. Qut of a sense of fidelity to the
have remarried withour discouraged, but rather have recourse with Gospel, the family should be prepared to
fm‘wu‘;’w humble perseverance to the mercy of God” welcome new life, to share its goods and
m"‘i\::m ity (Humanae Vitae, 25). m;ﬁc wtmoilempo;w &: mm
o is
N IV. The Family's Response to God's Plan  sometimes obliged (o choose 4 way of ife that
and st partici- 12, Just as we are doing, you also are soeswnmngm_odemwlmmmsuchﬁ‘
ﬁw‘gnﬁf%ﬂ seeking to learn what your duties are in today's maters as sexuality, individual autonomy and
il e e world. In looking at the world, we see facing  material wealth. In the face of sin and failure, it
of God. frequent the you certain important tasks of education. You gives witness to an authentically Christian
sacrifice of the Mass, have the tasks of forming free persons with a  spirit, sensitive in its life and in the lives of

devore themselies o keen moral sense and & discerning conscience, others there to the values of penance and
mmm together with a perception of their duty to work  forgiveness, reconciliation and hope. It gives
Jussior in O Barmin- for the betterment of the human condition and  evidence of the fruits of the Holy Spirit and the
o their the sanctification of the world. Another task for  Beatitudes. It practices a simple style of life and
children in the Chris the family is to form persons in love and also to pursuesn truly evangelical apostolate toward
ik practice love in all its relationships, so that it others.
siandd FHIETIE does not live closed in on itself but remains
and lay peaple. open to the community, moved by a sense of V. The Church and the Family

The synod propositions justice and concern for others as well as by a 16. During the synod we have grown in
said that pasiors. must of its ibility toward the of the church’s duty to encourage
z':“""" ‘“'u” whole of society. It is your duty to form and suppatl muples and families. We have
such as the difference persons in the faith — that is, in in this regard.
between thase who and love of God and eagerness to do his will in 17 Fumllr nmuuynol‘wryspeml%
were gravely ar fulr all things. It is also your task to hand on sound  interest to the church. By this we mean efforts
};:'mmg" human and Christian values and to form made by the whole people of God through local
m;rm persons in such a way that they can i ily through the help of

new values into their lives. The more Christian  pastors and lay people devoted to pastoral work
the family becomes, the more human it for families. They work with individuals,

i§;

Jfor the sake of maising mes, couples and families to help them live out their
Fireey 8 13. In fulfilling these tisks the Doniy conjugal vocation ss fully a8 possible. This
first marriage was wiil be, as it were, a “domestic church,” ministry includes preparation for marriage; help
mot wilkd, even though community of fa.lt.h living in hope and love, given to married couples at all stages of married
this cannot be proved serving God and the entire human family. life; t and
“‘;’z’;ﬁdﬂm Shared prayer and the liturgy are sources of mmmmmmmmmwmﬂmq
el T R e grace for families. In fulfiling its tasks the couples, single-parent families, the widowed,
cetved a civil divorce family must nourish itself on God's word and  the separated and divorced, and, in particular,
but who refrain from in the life of the sacraments, to families and couples laboring under burdens

=3 ammmm%emmww,mmmm

T and ¥ , tensions, physical and mental handicaps,

-:'Vu
[
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alcohol and drug abuse, and the problems
associated with migration and other
circumstances which strain family stability.

18. The priest has a special place in
family ministry. It is his duty to bring the
nourishment and consolation of the word of
God, the sacraments, and other spiritual aids to
the family, encouraging it and in a8 human and
paticnt way, strengthening it in charity so that
families which are truly outstanding can be
formed (cf Goudium er Spes, 51). One
precious fruit of this ministry, along with
others, ought to be the flourishing of priestly
and vocations.

19. In speaking of God's plan, the
church has many things to say to men and
women about the essential equality and
complementarity of the sexes, as well as about
the different charisms and duties of spouses
within marriage. Husband and wife are certainly
dilferent.bultheymalsnequﬂ.‘l‘he
difference should be respected but neve

ﬂ?ecdvmaffmmﬂﬂefendmedum and
rights of women.

Conclusion

20. As we reach the end of our
message, we wish to say to you, brothers and
sisters, that we are fully aware of the frailty of
our common human condition. In no way do
we ignore the very difficult and trying situation
of the many Christian couples who, although
they sincerely want to observe the moral norms
ught by the church, find themselves unequal
to the task because of weakness in the face of
difficulties. All of us need to grow in
iati of Christ's

*“The journey of married couples, like
the whole journey of human life, meets with
delays and difficult and burdensome times. But
it must be clearly stated that anxiety or fear
should never be found in the souls of people of
good will. For is not the Gospel also good news
for family life? For all the demands it makes, is
it mot a profoundly liberating mma@e? The

tendencies and finds himself unable to obey the
moral law in an area so basic causes deep
distress. But this is the moment in which the
Christian, rather than giving way to sterile and
destructive panic, humbly opens up his soul
before God as a sinner before the saving love
of Christ” (Pope Paul VI, “‘Address to the
Equ.lpesd.eNm Dame,” May 4, 1970).

Everything we have said about
nﬂmeandthefamlheaubesuxmw‘!upm
o words: love and life. As we come to the
end of this synod, we pray that you, our
brothers and sisters, may grow in the love and
life of God. In turn we humbly and gratefully
beg your prayers that we may do the same. We
make St Paul's words to the Colossians our
final words to you: **Owver all these virtues put
on love, which binds the rest together and
makes them perfect. Christ's peace must reign
in your hearts, since as members of the one
body you have been called to that peace.
Dedicate yourselves to thankfulness” (Col.
114-15).0

Synod ’80
The Pope
Synod

addition to its message to Christian
JSamilies, the 1980 Symod of Bishops prepared  synod,
m 43 confidential “propositions™ on
and family life. Although the set of
major synod document, was not
pubu!rc Pope .-'ahn Paul Il discussed the
recommendations in his komily at the srunod's
closing Oct. 25.

. He
ming the indissolubilipy Qf

marriage and the exclusion from the eucharist of
those who have divorced and
m”? '::‘qw be c:dmwemu' semmnefmm

reh”, can and cught to pai riicipate

!ﬁ'%.hewid But if they wunabb JWW
tion fo separate,” they may not be

to the eucharist unless mey “!aw in

s Closing
Homily

mmpk.ne continence.” The pope praised the

confirming ' w»aw:onmmu fraih
?‘; the qf “Humanae
itae," for urging molaaians help the
magisieriim make the reasons Sfor this domr.rne
clearer and for rejecting “any tipe of division
‘dichotomy” between a pedagogy. which ukcs
into account a@_ceriain progression in accepling
the plan of God aml' doctrine.” The synod
Godmfu £ fﬂﬂb‘ WWM Wrd.r?e ng

for i and a pastoral way

acting, " he said. Its fruit lies in the affirmation
that the roles of Christian families “are not
Sulfilled except in full

or those roles

responsible for
way than in truth.” His homily follows.
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