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Jesus' Son won the International Catholic Cinema Organisation's award at the 1999 Venice Film Festival. The citation stated that it was a film of healing. It was the journey of a confused but good young man who was imperceptibly transformed into a man of compassion who literally and spiritually touched people and changed their lives.

Directed by Alison Maclean whose previous film was the New Zealand made, Crush, the movie is based on a series of bestselling short stories by Denis Johnson in the early 90s. The film recreates the marginal drug culture of the early 70s in the American midwest. The early part of the narrative is fragmented, a broken stream of consciousness, with chapter headings on screen.

Billy Crudup (Without Limits, The Hi-Lo Country) shows versatility in the central role, a young man who is good yet weak, slow yet genuine, who suffers personal crises but who is open to the impact of the goodness of other people and so is transformed himself. Denis Leary and Denis Hopper have brief cameo roles and Holly Hunter contributes a forceful supporting performance as the partly-paralysed woman.

The film has humour and warmth, especially the young man's encounter with a Mennonite couple and in the scenes in the nursing home. The film makes compassion and grace visible.

