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INSTALLATION OF ARCHBISHOP OF WESTMINSTER

The Most Reverend Vincent Gerard Nichols has been installed as the Eleventh Archbishop of Westminster during a Mass of Installation held at Westminster Cathedral, from 12.00 noon to 1.45 pm on Thursday 21 May 2009, and attended by a congregation of 2,200 specially invited guests.

Amongst those present at the Mass of Installation were: Lord Guthrie, representing HRH Prince Charles; Rt Hon Paul Murphy representing The Prime Minister, Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP; The Duke of Norfolk; Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor; Cardinal Sean Brady; Cardinal Roger Mahoney; Cardinal Keith O’Brien; Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury; Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York;  The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councilor Duncan Sandys; Francis Campbell, the  British Ambassador to the Holy See; Sir Gus O' Donnell,  Head of the Cabinet Office; 50 Catholic Bishops; over 500 priests from the Archdiocese of Birmingham and the Diocese of Westminster together with  MPs, Peers, Ambassadors and representatives of parishes,  schools and Catholic societies and organisations.

The Mass of Installation was broadcast live in the UK on BBC- 2 and also around the world by EWTN, the Catholic Satellite Television Channel.

The Mass of Installation followed a Service of Solemn Vespers, which was held at Westminster Cathedral at 7.00pm on Wednesday 20th May. This was attended by Archbishop Vincent Nichols and an estimated 2,000 specially invited guests including Religious Sisters, Brothers and Priests and representatives from schools, parishes and Catholic societies and organisations from the Diocese of Westminster.

Ceremony of Reception and Installation

The ceremony of the Reception and Installation of the Archbishop of Westminster was carried out according to the ancient Catholic rite used in similar circumstances for the Reception and Installation of the Archbishops of Canterbury prior to the Reformation.

At 12.00 noon, to the sound of a specially composed fanfare, Archbishop Vincent Nichols entered Westminster Cathedral by the main West Door, and was greeted by the Provost of Westminster Cathedral, Canon Michael Brockie.  He then processed to the High Altar where he joined over 150 Clergy in the Cathedral’s Sanctuary, including Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, 50 Catholic Bishops, the Provost and Chapter of Westminster Cathedral, Deans and the Vicar General of the Diocese of Westminster, Monsignori and ecumenical guests including Dr Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury.

The Most Reverend Vincent Gerard Nichols officially become the 11th Archbishop of Westminster at around 12.15 pm after the reading aloud of Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Letter of Authority, or Papal Mandate, by Bishop John Arnold, Chancellor of the Diocese of Westminster, and the formula of Installation by the Provost of Westminster Cathedral, Canon Michael Brockie.  
(The full text of the Apostolic Letter can be found on page 7 of this Press Pack)
Formula of Installation

“In the name of God. Amen.

By his authority

I, Michael Joseph Brockie,

being Provost of the Metropolitan Chapter of Westminster,

do install you, the Lord Vincent,

Archbishop in this Church of Westminster,

in which may our Lord Jesus Christ

guard your going in from henceforth,

now and for evermore.”
The Archbishop-Emeritus, His Eminence Cormac Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor then presented the new Archbishop with the Crozier, the bishop’s staff, symbolic of his office as bishop. The Provost and Canons of the Metropolitan Chapter then greeted the new Archbishop, followed by other representatives of the Diocesan clergy, ethnic chaplaincies, pastoral and administrative bodies.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, then greeted Archbishop Nichols on behalf of the co-presidents of Churches Together in England.
“In recent years, the relations between the churches in this country have become closer and warmer than perhaps ever before.  The fact that the Anglican and Roman Catholic Bishops in England have been able to meet more than once for prayer and reflection, as well as for discussion of the challenges we share in witnessing to the Christian faith in our nation, is a welcome development, and a sign that we all recognise common challenges and a need to pray and act together.

The Roman Catholic and Anglican communities in England and Wales have the God-given task, along with all our other brothers and sisters in the faith, of making the Good News of Jesus compelling and attractive to a generation deeply in need of hope and meaning, in need of something they can trust with all their hearts.

Dear Vincent, I hope that as you join us as a co-president of the Churches Together in England we may work together at this task:  as I had the privilege and delight of working with your predecessor, who was and is such a friend and example to us all.

May God give you the strength, the vision and the wisdom you need for the great responsibility he has laid upon you.  Be sure of the love and prayers of all your colleagues in the churches of England and Wales as you take up the yoke of Christ in this fresh ministry.  We give God thanks for you, and hope for many years of fruitful and exciting work together for Our Lord, in the service of his Kingdom and his justice. “

Homily
Taking the figure of St Paul (whose conversion on the road to Damascus is described in the readings of the Scriptures during the mass) as the starting point for the Homily, Archbishop Nichols focused on three central themes: 

1. The need for and relevance of faith in God as it opens us up to what lies beyond and everyone’s inner life is crucial for their wellbeing. 

2. The Church builds communities and brings social cohesion as faith requires a public dimension. 

3. Faith and reason complement each other. In the words of Pope John Paul II  “Faith and reason are the two wings on which the human spirit soars”. 
(Full text of the Homily can be found on Page 8 of this Press Pack)
The Mass

The Mass, determined by Archbishop Vincent Nichols, was a Votive Mass of Saint Paul reflecting the fact that Pope Benedict XVI declared June 2008-2009 as the Year of St Paul. Readings and prayers reflected this theme.

The first reading was given by Mrs. Chris Nichols, sister in Law of the Archbishop. The second reading was given by Mrs. Jennifer Davies, Secretary to the Archbishop of Birmingham and who worked with Archbishop Nichols for a number of years.

Just before the liturgy of the Eucharist, an offertory of gifts of bread and wine was presented to Archbishop Nichols by members of the Archbishop's family including his  brother, John Nichols.

Music

Two antiphon texts traditionally sung at the Installation of Archbishops were composed for the occasion by James MacMillan. Two brass fanfares were composed by Colin Mawby, former Master of Music of Westminster Cathedral.

The Mass was sung by 19 Choristers and 10 Lay Clerks of Westminster Cathedral Choir and the Organ played by Matthew Martin and Charles Cole under the direction of Martin Baker, Master of Music.

The fanfares were  performed by 4 Trumpeters, 3 Trombones and 1 Timpani of the Royal Academy of Music, conducted by James Watson.

Vestments

At his installation Archbishop Vincent Nichols wore new vestments especially commissioned by the Friends of Westminster Cathedral for the occasion.  In future, they will then be used as the Festal Set at Christmas, Easter and all the important masses.

The vestments are inspired by the Neo-Byzantine architecture of the Cathedral and in accordance with Francis Bentley's ideas. The main fabric is Cloth of Gold, woven in the UK, with a design of Griffins, emblems of the dual nature of Our Lord, enriched with plain gold fabric. All the vestments were entirely hand made in the great tradition of sacred vestment making.

The new vestments were made by the Westminster based Watts & Co, who have made vestments and Altar hangings for the Cathedral and many other prominent Catholic churches, including Downside and Ampleforth Abbeys.

ENDS
For further information please contact:

Eddie Tulasiewicz, Diocese of Westminster

0207 798 9031   eddiet@rcdow.org.uk
07742 932278
Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Letter, or Papal Mandate
BENEDICT, Bishop, Servant of the Servants of God, to his Venerable Brother Vincent Gerard Nichols, until this time Metropolitan Archbishop of Birmingham, now translated to the Metropolitan See of Westminster, greetings and Apostolic Benediction.

Occupying the Chair of blessed Peter, and concerned for the good of the whole of the Lord’s flock, desirous of providing for the renowned metropolitan Church of Westminster, vacant through the departure of the Most Eminent Lord Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church, a Bishop well deserving of his sacred role; having received the advice of the Congregation for Bishops, we deem it best to commit the governance of this same Church to you, Venerable Brother, richly endowed as you are with well-tested gifts of mind and heart, and abundantly skilled in pastoral affairs.

Accordingly, with Our highest Apostolic authority, We do release you from your duties to the Archdiocese of Birmingham, and name you as Metropolitan Archbishop of Westminster with all its rights and obligations. We command, moreover, that you will ensure that this Letter is duly proclaimed to your clergy and faithful; and We exhort them to receive you joyfully and to remain united as one with you.

Finally, Venerable Brother, being imbued with the gift of the sevenfold Paraclete Spirit, you must make it your care to feed the faithful entrusted to you in fatherly affection in such a way that these same, with the example of your life above all to teach them, may seek to grow day by day in eager faith, in firm hope and in the most powerful inclination to charity, the queen of all virtues. May the peace and light of Christ, with the salutation of the Virgin Mary, be with you, together with your Auxiliary Bishops and with the ecclesial community of Westminster, who are indeed most dear to Us and to Our Predecessors in the Roman Pontificate.

Given in Rome, at St Peter’s, on the third day of April, in the year of the Lord two thousand and nine, the fourth of Our Pontificate.

BENEDICTUS PP XVI
HOMILY OF THE MOST REVEREND VINCENT NICHOLS
AT THE MASS OF INSTALLATION AS ARCHBISHOP OF WESTMINSTER, WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL

21 MAY 2009.
EMBARGOED UNTIL 12.00 NOON THURSDAY 21st MAY 2009
My brothers and sisters, I welcome you and I thank you all for coming to Westminster Cathedral today.  I appreciate the presence and the prayers of each of you.  I greet and thank the Apostolic Nuncio, here representing the Holy Father. Through him, I thank Pope Benedict for the confidence that he has placed in me in making this appointment and for his blessing as I take it up.

I thank the Duke of Norfolk, the Earl Marshal, for his presence and Lord Guthrie for representing the Prince of Wales.  We are honoured that you are here. I am grateful also to Mr Paul Murphy, here representing the Prime Minister. I appreciate too the presence of politicians and civic leaders. I salute all the bishops, priests and deacons who are here, especially Their Eminences Cardinal Mahony from Los Angeles, Cardinal O’Brien of St Andrews and Edinburgh and Cardinal Seán Brady from Armagh.  I am so glad to see so many fellow church leaders and leaders of other Faiths, from the West Midlands and, of course, from London. I thank Archbishop Rowan for his gracious words of welcome, too. I thank the BBC for broadcasting this ceremony live on television and I greet all those joining us at home.

May I also express my deep appreciation to Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor for the very warm welcome that he has given to me and for his unfailing encouragement and support.  Much more importantly, on behalf of so many, I want to salute the tremendous contribution he has made both to the Diocese of Westminster and to the Catholic Church nationally and internationally in his years as Archbishop of Westminster.  His leadership has been unflinching and often very courageous, and I know that he will always have a special place in our affections and prayers.

The readings of the Scriptures that we have heard today centre on the figure of St Paul and we have heard Paul’s own account of his dramatic conversion to Christ on the road to Damascus.  It is a story of great power and one from which we can draw much encouragement.

In the first place, we learn that Paul was, “a zealous believer in God”.  His conversion then was not to belief in God but to belief in God’s full presence in Jesus Christ.

This fact is important to us all. Through life-long belief, Paul was already open to the things of God, ready to recognise the touch of the Divine in the unexpected.

This is the true nature of the belief in God: it opens us to all that lies beyond.  It’s a constant invitation to go beyond our immediate knowledge and awareness, and even our current commitments.  Faith in God is not, as some would portray it today, a narrowing of the human mind or spirit.  It is precisely the opposite. Faith in God is the gift that takes us beyond our limited self, with all its incessant demands.   It opens us to a life that stretches us, enlightens us, and often springs surprises upon us.  Such faith, like love, sees that which is invisible and lives by it.

From Paul, then, we learn that the inner life of each one of us is crucial for our wellbeing.  In our hearts we need the same openness to God as he had. This is expressed in daily moments of tranquillity and prayer when we regain a true sense of proportion, recognising afresh that God alone fulfils our deepest yearnings. Without such moments we quickly lose a sense of who we truly are.

It is before God that we gather here today, that he may touch and heal us.

But let us return to the Damascus road. Paul hears remarkable words: ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ He recognises the voice of the Lord. Now he has to embrace the real identification between the risen Christ and the community of Christians he is persecuting. This is a troubling identification and it remains so today. Those who embrace belief in Christ Jesus are bound together in Him, in a real yet incomplete way, in his Body, the Church.

Faith is never a solitary activity nor can it be simply private.  Faith in Christ always draws us into a community and has a public dimension. This community of faith reaches beyond ethnicity, cultural difference and social division, opening for us a vision of ourselves, and of our society, as having a single source and a single fulfilment.  Indeed this vision of faith is expressed powerfully by St Paul when, in his letter to the Galatians, he says  that in Christ, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus”.  This is a vision of true social cohesion, a promise which lies ahead and a signpost of which churches construct, Sunday by Sunday, with their communities of unity in diversity.

Faith builds community and it expresses itself in action. As a society, if we are to build on this gift of faith, we must respect its outward expression not only in honouring individual conscience but also in respecting the institutional integrity of the communities of faith in what they bring to public service and to the common good. Only in this way will individuals, families and faith communities become whole-hearted contributors to building the society we rightly seek.

Paul’s conversion on the Damascus Road has a third aspect to it.  His life is now centred on Christ and the Church. But he also grasps a truth about all creation. And he wants to share it.

In Christ his mind is now open, even to pagan philosophy. He now has the courage and the determination to go, for example, to the Areopagus in Athens and engage with the Greek philosophers.  He struggles to find the language in which the insights and light of Christian faith can be brought into dialogue with the finest minds of his age.

As we know, his attempts at the Areopagus were not very successful. Yet this is a reminder of the task facing us all: that of the intense dialogue across faiths and our contemporary world.

At the heart of Paul’s effort in Athens was an appeal to reason. He did not seek to impose his beliefs, nor exploit anxiety or fear. Rather he had learned that his faith in Christ was compatible with the mind’s capacity for reasoned thought. Indeed it complemented it. Some today propose that faith and reason are crudely opposed, with the fervour of faith replacing good reason. This reduction of both faith and reason inhibits not only our search for truth but also the possibility of real dialogue. In contrast, as Pope John Paul memorably said: ‘Faith and reason are the two wings on which the human spirit soars.’ (Fides et Ratio n.1)

This dialogue needs to go beyond the superficial and the slogans. Respectful dialogue is crucial today and I salute all who seek to engage in it. In this the media have such an important part to play, not by accentuating difference and conflict, but by enhancing creative conversation. Let us be a society in which we genuinely listen to each other, in which sincere disagreement is not made out to be insult or harassment, in which reasoned principles are not construed as prejudice and in which we are prepared to attribute to each other the best and not the worst of motives. In these matters, we ourselves in the Churches have so much to learn and do.

Yet we also have much to contribute.

Paul’s experience of the Risen Christ fired him with a new enthusiasm, a powerful commitment to the truth of humanity made clear in Christ. It was this experience that enabled Paul to face all the challenges of life with what he called ‘the supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus.’

This knowledge, which is of love, discloses the true worth of our humanity, our real dignity. This is its supreme advantage. For we human beings are not plasticine figures, to be moulded into shape at the hands of a political ideology, or under economic demands. Nor, at the end of the day, can we shape ourselves as we please, according to fashion or our untutored desires. We are not self-made. Our humanity, thankfully, is more deeply rooted and therefore resilient. Indeed our humanity is a gift to be respected not only from its beginnings to its natural end, but also in the other ethical demands it places on us all. Tragically this humanity is often corrupted and distorted, by the misuse of power, by every evil and disaster. But so often we see that the miracle of love is stronger than such corruption. Love has the power to reveal again the depth and truth of our humanity. This is achieved in the enduring love of parent for a wayward child, in the love of friend or spouse faithful through every crisis, and in the unconditional love given by the saint, often to the poorest and most forgotten.

This is the love given supremely in Christ, and in him crucified. In Him we find an unambiguous declaration, a manifesto, of our humanity in its full stature. And this manifesto is not a pamphlet but a person. It is, therefore, an invitation to know Him and be known by Him, to love Him and be loved by Him and so with Him find the fullness of life.

In Christ we see a maturity of love that flowers in self-sacrifice and forgiveness; a maturity of power that never swerves from the ideal of service; a maturity of goodness that overcomes every temptation, and, of course, we see the ultimate victory of life over death itself. In Christ our true destiny is proclaimed in the resurrection of the dead and his promised eternal fulfillment of life in the new heaven and new earth.

The paradox of faith is that when we conform our lives to Christ then we gain our true freedom. And its fruit is profound and lasting happiness. This is the testimony of the true disciples of Jesus, great and humble alike. It is a testimony which shines across the ages and still in our day.

As I take up this new office, I ask for God’s blessing. May we be deeply rooted in the Lord, and, at the same time, open to every prompting of the Holy Spirit. As St Paul tells us: ‘Be united in your convictions and united in your love, with a common purpose and a common mind…think of other people’s interests first....in your minds be the same as Christ Jesus.’ May this be the experience of every family, in all of our schools, and in our parishes. From this wellspring emerges a profound desire to reach out to all, to engage in the work of building a world that reflects a little more closely the compassion, the justice, the tender mercy of God.  This is the inspiration of Christian faith and one that serves our society well.  This is the vision to which I readily commit myself today and for which I ask for your prayers and cooperation.

Amen.
Archbishop Vincent Nichols – Biography

Vincent Nichols was born in Crosby, Liverpool, on 8 November 1945. He studied for the priesthood at the Venerable English College in Rome from 1963 to 1970, gaining licences in philosophy and theology at the Gregorian University. He was ordained priest in Rome on 21 December 1969 for the Archdiocese of Liverpool.

He then studied an MA degree in theology at Manchester University between 1970 and 1971. In 1971 he was appointed assistant priest in St Mary’s Parish, Wigan and chaplain to the Sixth Form College and St Peter’s High School. In 1974 he studied at Loyola University in Chicago and was awarded an M.Ed. In 1975 he was appointed to St Anne’s parish in Toxteth, Liverpool with particular responsibility for education.

In January 1980 he was appointed director of the Upholland Northern Institute, where he was responsible for the in-service training of the clergy, pastoral and religious education courses. He was also a member of Archbishop’s Council with responsibility for pastoral formation and development in the diocese.

In January 1984, he was appointed general secretary of the Bishops’ Conference in England &amp; Wales. From 1989 to 1996 he was moderator of the Steering Committee of the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland.

Mgr Vincent Nichols was appointed auxiliary bishop to Westminster, with responsibility for North London, on 24 January 1992.

In 1994 he became a member of the Finance Advisory Committee of the National Catholic Fund of the Bishops’ Conference. In 1995 he became a member of the Bishops’ Conference Committee for the Roman Colleges and in 1996 he was appointed Episcopal Liaison of the Bishops’ Conference for the National Conference of Diocesan Financial Secretaries. He has also been a member of the Joint Commission of the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences and the Conference of European Churches (Protestant); vice president of the Bible Society and a member of the board of the Christian Academy for European Development at Louvain.

In 1998 Bishop Nichols was appointed chair of the Bishops’ Conference department for Catholic Education and Formation and also chair of the Catholic Education Service. He represented the European bishops at the November 1998 Synod of Bishops from Oceania and appointed by the Holy See to the Synod of Bishops for Europe in September 1999 as a special secretary.

In 2000, Bishop Nichols was appointed Archbishop of Birmingham.

In 2001 Archbishop Nichols was appointed chair of the management board of the Catholic Office for the Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults.

In 2005, he provided the commentary for the worldwide BBC coverage of the death of Pope John Paul II and the Installation of Pope Benedict XVI.

In 2008 he was appointed President of the Commission for Schools, Universities and Catechesis of the Council of the Bishops’ Conferences of Europe (CCEE)

He has written two books to date: 'Promise of Future Glory', and ‘Missioners’ published in the United Kingdom.
About the Diocese of Westminster

The Diocese of Westminster is one of the smallest dioceses in England and Wales in geographical area, but the largest in terms of Catholic population and priests. The diocesan boundaries include the London Boroughs north of the River Thames, between the River Lea to the East, the Borough of Hillingdon to the West, and including the County of Hertfordshire to the North. It has an estimated Catholic population of around 500,000, numbers having increased in recent years due to migration to London from predominantly Catholic countries including Poland, the Phillipines and Brasil .
The Diocese of Westminster is home to the Allen Hall seminary. Numbers of men training to be priests at Allen Hall have increased in recent years. 12 men  started their formation at Allen Hall  in  September 2008, bringing  to 43 in the number of men training to be priests.
Since the restoration of the Catholic Hierarchy in 1850, its bishop has traditionally been a Cardinal. Cormac Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor was the tenth Archbishop of Westminster, being created Cardinal Priest of Santa Maria Sopra Minerva on 21st February 2001. In what is one of the most cosmopolitan cities in the world, the Diocese includes a wide range of ethnic and cultural diversity amongst its Catholic population.

The Diocese of Westminster is also a Metropolitan See, having as members of its Province the Dioceses of Brentwoood, Northampton, Nottingham and East Anglia. The governance of the Diocese is under the care of the Archbishop’s Council, the members of which are the Cardinal, the Auxiliary Bishops, the Vicars General, the Cardinal’s Private Secretary, the Financial Secretary; while the day to day administration is directed through the four principal departments of Clergy and Consecrated Life, Pastoral Affairs, Education and Ecumenism, Interfaith and Justice and Peace.

Key Diocesan Statistics (2008)
Estimated Catholic Population  404,404

Parishes 219
Priests of the Diocese
Working in the Diocese 226 
Chaplains to the Forces 4 
Further Studies 4 
Others working outside the Diocese 22 
Sick or on leave 17 
Retired 85 
Total 358
Priests of other Dioceses
From England & Wales 2  From Ireland and Scotland  2 
From other countries 12 
Eastern Rites 5 
Prelature of Opus Dei 8 
Total 49
Priests of Religious Congregations
Total 280
Schools
Primary (Aided)155

Primary (Independent) 10
Secondary (Aided & Special Agreement) 39
Secondary (Independent) 4

All Age non maintained special) (2)
All Age (Independent) 3

VI Form College 2
Total 215

Total of Children attending Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Westminster 92,905
Mass of Installation for Archbishop Vincent Nichols on 21st May 2009

Key Invited Guests
VIPs invited include the following

Lord Guthrie will represent Prince Charles.

Rt Hon Paul Murphy will represent Gordon Brown

The Duke of Norfolk will attend in his own right.

Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councilor Duncan Sandys

Francis Campbell - British Ambassador to the Holy See

Sir Gus O' Donnell - Head of the Cabinet  Office
MPs

26 MPs are due to attend including; Bill Cash, Julian Brazier, Peter Kilfoyle, Richard Younger-Ross, Stephen Pound, Angela Watkinson, Sarah Tether, Rt Hon Thomas MacAvoy, Rt Hon Ruth Kelly, Rt Hon Paul McLoughin, Rt Hon Keith Vas, Rt Hon Des Browne, Andrew Mackinlay, Angus MacNeil, Jim Dobbin, John Cunningham, John Grogan, Jon Cruddas, Mark Hoban, Nigel Waterston, Paul Goggins, Rt Hon Tom Clarke, Jim Cunningham, David Amess, Jim McGovern, Edward Leigh
Peers

Baroness Gloria Hooper CMG; General the Lord Guthrie of Craigiebank GCB, LVO, OBE; Lady Murton of Lindisfarne; Lord Anthony Clarke of Hampstead CBE KSG;Lord Sir Barney Hayhoe; Lord Sir Christopher Tugendhat; Lord Sir William Rees-Mogg

Ambassadors

Ambassadors due to attend will represent countries including Ireland, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Poland, Slovenia, Israel, Latvia, Belarus, Malta, Philippines, Argentina, Estonia, Guatemala, Ecuador, Luxembourg, Honduras, Peru, Bolivia, Panama, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana.

Ecumenical and interfaith guests include
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams; Archbishop of York , Dr John Sentamu; Salvation Army Comissioner Elizabeth Matear; Archbishop Gregorias of the Coptic Church; The Bishop of London,  Bishop Richard Chartres; The Dean of Westminster Abbey, The Very Revd Dr John Hall; Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh (Sikh);  Moulana M Shahid Raza OBE - Director of Imams and Mosques Council (UK) ;Ven Bhikku Gyoro Nagase (Buddhist) Ven Bagoda Seelawimala (Buddhist) .
Rabbi Yossi Jacobs;Rabbi Alan Plancey (representing the Chief Rabbi) – both will watch the Mass on Television in Archbishop’s House and will not be present in Westminster Cathedral; Rabbi Jacobi
Cardinals

Cardinal Sean Brady (All Ireland); Cardinal Keith Patrick O’ Brien (Scotland), Cardinal Roger Mahoney (Los Angeles) Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor (England and Wales) Archbishop – Emeritus of Westminster
Bishops

50 Catholic bishops  
Priests

Over 500 priests from the Archdiocese of Birmingham and the Diocese of Westminster
Seminarians

43 from Allen Hall, the Diocese of Westminster seminary and 25 from Oscott College the Birmingham Seminary.
Ethnic Chaplaincies

Pan African community, Uganda Catholic Martyrs, Maltese, Vietnamese, Slovenia, Irish, Caribbean Chaplaincy, Brazilian, Lebanese - Maronite Rite, Ethiopian - Gheez Rite, Polish Jesuits, Italian Mission – Westminster, Iraqi - Chaldean Rite, Polish, Romanian,German, Congolese, Zimbabwean Chaplaincy, Nigerian, Kerala - Syro-Malabar Rite, Czech/Slovak Community, Sri Lankan – Sinhalese,Filipino, Latin American,Portuguese, Goan, Croatian, Lithuanian, Albanian, Ghanaian, Chinese, Irish Travellers' Community, French, Eritrean - Gheez Rite, Caribbean Chaplaincy, Sri Lankan – Tamil,Irish Travellers' Community

Parishes

There are 219 parishes in the Diocese of Westminster and each will be represented by their parish priest and a representative from the laity.

Schools

There are 215 schools in the Diocese of Westminster. Each school has a representative at the Mass.
During the Mass people will be presented to the Archbishops. They are representatives of people from around the Diocese and people that he will be working with.
They are:

THE PROVOST AND CHAPTER

2 DEANS

Mgr Phelim Rowland –  Camden Deanery - formerly RC Chaplain to HM Forces

(Army), now parish priest at St Mary’s Hampstead.

Fr Paul McAleenan –  Watford Deanery - Parish priest of Holy Rood, Watford

2 CATHEDRAL CHAPLAINS

Fr Michael Archer – Cathedral Chaplain celebrating his Golden Jubilee on 23rd May

Fr Kingsley Arulananthem – Cathedral Chaplain – ordained 31st May 2008

A PERMANENT DEACON & A SEMINARIAN

Anthony Clark – Permanent Deacon – Adviser for Catholic Education (Secondary)

Gerard O’Brien – Seminarian

2 RELIGIOUS

Sr Nuala McGinley - St Joseph’s Hospice

Sr Vimaljose – Missionaries of Charity (Mother Teresa Nuns) – from their community in Southall

2 ETHNIC CHAPLAINS

Fr Habib Jjaujou – Chaplain to the Chaldean Catholic Church

Fr Xavier Johnsai Munyongani – Chaplain to the Zimbabwean Community

2 FROM ST JOSEPH’S PASTORAL CENTRE

(Centre for people with learning difficulties)

Susan Pratt – Staff – St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre

Joanna Hartley – Student - St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre

2 SCHOOL STUDENTS

Choir School Day Boy

Matteo Pozzi

St Vincent’s School

Ella Hargreaves – also an altar server at the Cathedral

2 SENIOR CITIZENS

Rosaleen Owen – has worked part-time for many years in Clergy House,

dealing with finance

Eric Considine – Cathedral Parishioner of many years standing

DIOCESAN REPRESENTAIVE

Paolo Camaletto – Financial Secretary of Diocese of Westminster

CO-PRESIDENTS OF CHURCHES TOGETHER IN ENGLAND

Archbishop Rowan Williams, Commissioner Elizabeth Matear
2 CIVIC REPRESENTATIVES

Edward Leigh MP

The Lord Mayor of Westminster
During the Mass Bidding prayers will be read by

Edmund Adamus 

Mark Nash 

Mrs Pamela Singh 

Bwalya Kangwa 

Helen O’Brien  

About Westminster Cathedral

The Cathedral site was originally known as Bulinga Fen and formed part of the marsh around Westminster. It was reclaimed by the Benedictine monks who were the builders and owners of Westminster Abbey, and subsequently used as a market and fairground. After the reformation the land was used in turn as a maze, a pleasure garden and as a ring for bull-baiting but it remained largely waste ground.

In the 17th century a part of the land was sold by the Abbey for the construction of a prison which was demolished and replaced by an enlarged prison complex in 1834. The site was acquired by the Catholic Church in 1884.

The Cathedral Church of Westminster, which is dedicated to the Most Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ, was designed in the Early Christian Byzantine style by the Victorian architect John Francis Bentley. The foundation stone was laid in 1895 and the fabric of the building was completed eight years later.

The awesome interior of the Cathedral, although incomplete, contains fine marble-work and mosaics. The fourteen Stations of the Cross, by the sculptor Eric Gill, are world renowned.

Dedication of the Cathedral

With the laying of the foundation stone in June 1895, the Cathedral was dedicated to The Most Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ, to his Blessed Mother, his Foster Father St Joseph and St Peter, his Vicar. There are secondary patrons, also: St Augustine and all British saints, St Patrick and all saints of Ireland. These dedications provide a meditation in themselves and are reflected in features of the Cathedral such as the pelican feeding her young with the blood of her own body (an ancient symbol of Christ selflessly nourishing redeemed humanity), the great crucifix that hangs between the nave and the sanctuary, and the side chapels, many of which honour patron saints.


Dedication of the Cathedral

The Metropolitan Cathedral of the Precious Blood
To the Most Precious Blood of Our Lord
Jesus Christ
To his Blessed Mother,
His Foster Father Saint Joseph
and St Peter his Vicar

Secondary Patrons

St Augustine and all British saints
St Patrick and all saints of Ireland

DOMINE JESU REX ET REDEMPTOR PER SANGUINEM TUUM SALVA NOS

(Lord Jesus, King and Redeemer, save us by your blood)
Previous Archbishops of Westminster

CARDINAL CORMAC MURPHY-O'CONNOR, the 10th Archbishop of Westminster and President of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, was born on 24 August 1932 in Reading, Berkshire, the fifth son of Dr. George Murphy-O'Connor and his wife, Ellen.

His brother Brian is a priest of the Portsmouth diocese, now retired, and his deceased brother, Patrick, was also a priest of the same diocese. He has another brother, James, who is a doctor. His fourth brother, John, a Regular Officer in the Royal Artillery Regiment, died at the age of 32. His younger sister, Catherine, died in 2006.

Cormac Murphy-O'Connor was educated at Presentation College, Reading, before boarding at Prior Park College, Bath, for his secondary schooling. He began training for the priesthood in 1950 at the Venerable English College, Rome. Whilst at the College, he took a degree in philosophy (PhL) and theology (STL) at the Gregorian University, Rome. He was ordained priest in Rome on 28 October 1956.

In England he was appointed to Corpus Christi Parish, Portsmouth. In 1963 he was transferred to the Sacred Heart parish, Fareham, as assistant and appointed diocesan Director of Vocations. In the summer of 1966 he became private secretary and chaplain to the Bishop of Portsmouth, the Rt. Rev. Derek Worlock. He played a key part in helping Bishop Worlock establish the first Diocesan Pastoral Centre at Park Place, Wickham. He also played a part in the preparatory stages of the first National Conference of Priests in 1970.

In September 1970, he was appointed parish priest of the Immaculate Conception parish, Portswood, Southampton. His term as parish priest was brief: at the end of 1971 the Holy See appointed him Rector of the Venerable English College, Rome, giving him the responsibility for the training of students for the priesthood. While Rector he acted as host to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Coggan, on the occasion of his historic visit to Pope Paul VI in 1977.

On 21 December 1977 Cormac Murphy-O'Connor was ordained Bishop of the diocese of Arundel and Brighton. He served as Chairman of the Bishops' Committee for Europe (1978 to 1983), and as Vice-President of the Laity Commission (1978 to 1983). From 1983 to 2000 he was Chairman of the Committee for Christian Unity, and, from 1994 to 2000, Chairman of the Department for Mission and Unity. From 1982 to 2000 he was Co-Chairman of the Anglican and Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC), whose latest document, The Gift of Authority, was published in 1999. In 2000 he was awarded a Doctorate of Divinity by the Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey, in recognition of all his work for Christian unity. The Cardinal is an honorary bencher of the Inner Temple and in August 2001 was created a Freeman of the City of London.

He was installed as tenth Archbishop of Westminster on 22 March 2000. In November 2000 he was elected President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales. In February 2001 he was created a cardinal by Pope John Paul II, and assigned the titular church of the Basilica of Santa Maria sopra Minerva. The Basilica houses the relics of St Catherine of Siena, doctor of the Church and one of the Patron Saints of Europe, the tomb of the Dominican Friar Blessed Fra Angelico, the Patron Saint of Artists, the renowned 'Figure of the Risen Christ' by Michelangelo and frescoes by Fra Filippo Lippi.

Within months of his entry to the College of Cardinals, Cardinal Murphy-O'Connor was appointed by Pope John Paul II as member of four different Vatican offices: the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, the Administration of the Patrimony of the Holy See, the Pontifical Council for the Study of Organisational and Economic Problems of the Holy See and the Presidential Committee of the Pontifical Council for the Family. In 2002, he was appointed as member of the Pontifical Council for Culture in April, as member of the Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church in June and as member of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity in October.

He has been particularly interested in youth work, sacramental programmes and the development of small communities. His previous diocese of Arundel and Brighton was the first English diocese to initiate the 'Renew' programme.

In September 2000, he invited Lord Nolan to chair an independent review on child protection in the Catholic Church in England and Wales. The Nolan Review published their First Report in April 2001 and their Final Report, A Programme for Action, in September 2001 out of which a new independent office has been established called 'COPCA' to oversee the protection of children and vulnerable adults.

In January 2002, at the invitation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Cardinal Murphy-O'Connor was the first member of the Catholic hierarchy since 1680 to deliver a sermon to an English monarch. This took place at Sandringham, the sovereign's country residence in Norfolk, during the Anglican morning service. Present with the Queen were members of her family and her household.

Also in 2002 Cardinal Murphy-O'Connor launched a process of spiritual and pastoral renewal in the Diocese of Westminster, called At Your Word, Lord. The programme, which came to a formal end at the close of 2005, led to 20,000 people meeting regularly in weekly faith groups across the Diocese.

Following a three-year consultation process with the Catholics of his Diocese, in February 2006 the Cardinal announced a series of pastoral priorities for his Diocese in his ‘White Paper’, Communion and Mission. Among the proposals was an adult faith-education programme.

In April 2005 he was one of 125 cardinals who elected Pope Benedict XVI following the death of Pope John Paul II.

Among his personal hobbies and interests are music and sport. He is the author of The Family of the Church (1984) and At the Heart of the World (2004), and editor of Faith in Europe (2005) and Faith and Life in Britain (2008).

He retired as Archbishop of Westminster on 3 April 2009, following the announcement of the appointment of Archbishop Vincent Nichols as the 11th Archbishop of Westminster. From 3 April until the Installation of Archbishop Vincent Nichols, he has been the Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Westminster.

Cardinal George Basil Hume

Born George Hume in Newcastle upon Tyne in 1923 to a Scottish father and French Catholic mother. He is remembered for his work with the homeless, his love of football and for uniting his church to a state of harmony not previously seen for 400 years.

Hume decided to become a monk at the age of ten. He joined Ampleforth Monastery in 1941, taking the name Basil, and his solemn vows in 1945. He studied in Oxford and Fribourg then was ordained in 1950.Returning to Ampleforth, he became Assistant Priest in the village and a teacher in the school, eventually becoming Head of Modern Languages and school rugby coach. He also taught dogmatic theology to the monks in training.

Hume progressed fast: he was elected to represent Ampleforth in the General Chapter of the English Benedictine Congregation in 1957, then elected Magister Scholarum. In 1963, he was elected Abbot of Ampleforth and it was in this role that his talent for keeping the peace and promoting harmony started to show.

Following Vatican II and the Church’s resulting internal dissent, Hume supported both the conservatives and the progressives, allowing both sides to think that his sympathies lay with them. Indeed, he said that his head was progressive while his heart was conservative. He formed friendships and connections with people from other denominations, always believing that the love of God was central to religion and to solving conflicts between individuals.

After his promotion to Cardinal in 1976, Basil Hume’s first act was to lead the monks of Ampleforth to Westminster Abbey to sing vespers for the first time in 400 years. A great lover of music, he saved the Cathedral Choir of Westminster from being disbanded. He encouraged work with young homeless people through the Society of St Vincent de Paul and in 1986 founded the Cardinal Hume Centre for young people at risk. He even opened the Cathedral Hall to those sleeping rough. He also turned his attention to other forms of social injustice and was instrumental in the release of the Guildford Four.

He was president of the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences between 1978-87 and president of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 1979-99.When the Church of England introduced the ordination of women, some of its clergy converted to Roman Catholicism. Cardinal Hume managed their conversion and, whilst initially excited at the idea that the two churches might be reunited, he learnt how best to help by skillfully smoothing over a period that might have led to a massive rift.Throughout his life he remained a humble and approachable man, preferring to wear a monk’s habit instead of his Cardinal’s robes. So adept was he at keeping the peace that he promoted the position of Roman Catholics in Britain from one of slight suspicion to one of unthinking acceptance. The Queen rewarded his remarkable achievements shortly before his death on 17th June 1999 with the Order of Merit.

Cardinal John Heenan

Born 26th January 1905, of parents both born themselves in the Parish of Clareen in Ireland. In infancy he was taught by Ursuline nuns who termed him ‘Jackie Lantern.’ At the age of 9 he was auditioned for Westminster Cathedral Choir School but Sir Richard Terry told his mother he had a ‘metallic voice.’ He went to St. Ignatius College, Stamford Hill, London to be educated by the Jesuits and from there at 17 went on to Ushaw, which then had large numbers of ex-Servicemen. At the age of 19 he entered the Venerable English College where his acting and impersonation exploits became legendary. He was ordained in his own Ilford Parish Church and sent as Curate to St. Ethelburga’s, Barking, Essex. 


In 1937 aged 32, he became Parish Priest of Manor Park where he was to remain throughout the war until 1947. During these years of shared joy and suffering with his people he re-lived his childhood experiences when Zeppelins had lazily floated over London to drop primitive bombs. Now, however he was pulling trapped victims out of blitzed and burning buildings, putting out fires in his own parish school and spending nightly vigils at the local Fire Station. In 1940 he began broadcasting on the service to America - in a series called ‘Britain Speaks.’ He gave many talks on programmes for the Forces. He became known for his newspaper articles and public speaking.

While a Parish Priest he published five books – the best known being one about his former Rector in Rome, Cardinal Hinsley. 

In 1947 he became Head of the Catholic Missionary Society when it was re-organising after the war. He gathered a strong team around him – including two former V.E.C. colleagues, G.P.Dwyer (later Archbishop) and T. Holland (later Bishop). They used a motorised Chapel with loudspeakers for this. He was now in constant demand for talks and retreats – despite his ‘metallic voice.’ Much of his material he published in a new book, ‘The People’s Priest.’ As the book came into the shops he was named Bishop of Leeds. 

His priests could now read their destiny. He brought instant activity to a Diocese that had previously had an ailing Bishop. Clergy were moved about rapidly and the Diocese earned the nickname ‘the cruel see.’ Choosing to live close to his people he was part of the Cathedral staff – with his bike chained up in the back yard. He instituted an ‘Open Day’ each Friday when anyone could see him without appointment. 

New churches sprang up in this post-war era and his flock were most distressed to lose him to Liverpool in 1951 as Archbishop. He pushed for the building of the neglected Cathedral and launched a competition for the best design, which resulted in the consecration in 1967 of that unique Liverpool shape dominating the University skyline. By then Heenan had moved on to Westminster as Archbishop (1963) and in 1965 was created Cardinal.

He attended the Vatican Council from 1962 – 1965 where he was cautious yet determined about implementing its decisions. He set up both a Senate of Priests and a Pastoral Council and also a College for training religious teachers in the new thinking. The latter had a chequered existence. He sought fresh links through his own friendship with the Chief Rabbi and the Archbishop of Canterbury – pulpit exchanges, etc. He led the Bishop’s Conference on public statements about moral issues and was an outspoken opponent of abortion, contraception and euthanasia. These topics had just come alive as social phenomena.  At Rome he was a member of the Sacred Congregation for Bishops and also of the Pontifical Commission for the Revision of the Code of Canon Law. 

In 1967 he suffered a serious illness and for the next 6 years had to fight much ill-health. Heart attacks in 1973 and 1974 eventually led to his death on 7 November 1975 aged 70. 

At his own wish he was buried, like Hinsley, in the Cathedral and not in the crypt alongside Manning, Wiseman, Griffin and Godfrey. His tomb lies under the twelfth station – ‘Jesus dies on the Cross.’

Cardinal William Godfrey

Born Liverpool, 25 September 1889. He was educated at Ushaw and at the Venerable English College, where he was ordained in 1916 during the First World War. He gained his Doctorate the following year. He then taught at Ushaw for 12 years – Classics, Philosophy and Theology. 

In 1930 he was appointed Rector of the College where during the next 8 years he watched Mussolini’s rise to power. He was known affectionately to his students despite his strictness as ‘Uncle Bill.’  In 1938 he became the first Apostolic Delegate to Great Britain, Gibraltar and Malta and he served in this post with such discretion that in 1953, long after the war, he became Archbishop of Liverpool and in 1956 Archbishop of Westminster. He was created Cardinal two years later. 

He died in London on 22 January 1963 aged 73
Cardinal Bernard Griffin

Born Birmingham, 21st February 1899. Educated Cotton College, Oscott, the Venerable English College and the Beda. He was ordained in 1924 and 3 years later became Secretary for 10 years to the Archbishops of Birmingham. He was Chancellor of the Diocese at 30 and a notable Administrator of its charitable homes. 

In 1938 he was made Auxiliary Bishop of Birmingham and during the War period succeeded Hinsley as Archbishop of Westminster (1943). Three years later at the age of 47 he was created Cardinal. His links with social welfare helped him deal with the new post-war Labour Government as it carried out sweeping and widespread social reforms. He journeyed frequently abroad on Church affairs until stricken by illness that hampered his last years. 

He died on 20 August 1956, at the age of 57.
Cardinal Arthur Hinsley

Born 25th August 1865, at Carlton near Selby, Yorkshire. Son of a local carpenter and an Irish mother. His Parish Priest, who assisted at Carlton Towers, a nearby residence of the Norfolk Family, sponsored his education and at the age of 11 he set off for Ushaw. Whilst a student there he secured his B.A. degree from London University. He then came to the Venerable English College as a student to take further degrees and was ordained in 1893, aged 28. He then returned to Ushaw to teach there for 4 years, but in 1900 he founded a Laity-sponsored School, St. Bede’s Grammar School, in Bradford and became its first Headmaster. The school prospered but led to differences between Hinsley and his Bishop. Consequently Hinsley moved to Southwark Diocese. 

After 13 years combining parish work with lecturing at Wonersh, he was made Rector of the V.E.C. and worked in Rome from 1917 – 1928. He bought Palazzola and had its swimming pool built. However, he was created Bishop of Sardis in 1927 and sent as Apostolic Visitor to Africa where after 7 years, ill-health caused him to retire.He became a Canon of St. Peter’s and there expected to end his days. To the surprise of many he was called out of retirement on the death of Cardinal Bourne to become the fifth Archbishop of Westminster on 25th March 1935. He became a Cardinal in 1937. 

He denounced the Hitler Regime – founded the Sword of the Spirit as an ecumenical venture to rally the churches against totalitarianism – and became famous in all homes for his wartime radio chats and stirring encouragement when Britain stood alone. 

He died on 17 March 1943, at the age of 78.
Cardinal Francis Bourne

Born in Clapham in 1861 of an English (Civil Servant) father and an Irish mother. At the age of 8 he went to Ushaw and at 16 to St Edmund’s College, Ware. He tried his vocation with the Dominicans at Woodchester, but in 1880 aged 19 he went to Hammersmith College and then at 20, on to St. Sulpice in Paris. After 2 years there he went to Louvain. He was ordained in Clapham in 1884 when he was 23.

Five years later he was appointed Rector of St John’s Seminary Wonersh. In 1896 he was Coadjutor Bishop of Southwark and by 1903 Archbishop of Westminster, aged 42. During the Eucharistic Congress in London (1908) he defied a Government ban on public processions of the Blessed Sacrament by giving the Blessing from the Cathedral Loggia. He became Cardinal – with the titular Church of S. Prudentiana – when he was 40 in 1911. 
He became known for his patriotic speeches during the First World War, he upheld the rights of the Arabs in Palestine, was a fervent supporter of Catholic schools, denounced the violence in Ireland, reproved the Modernists, and was luke-warm towards inter-faith talks. He opposed the idea of a separate Catholic University and a Catholic Political Party – Catholics must mix.

He died 1 January, 1935, aged 73.

Cardinal Herbert Vaughan

Born Gloucester 1832 of an ancient family, the Vaughans of Courtfield. His mother was a convert. Five of her seven sons became priests and all six daughters became nuns. He was educated at Stonyhurst and the Jesuit College of Brugelette in Belgium. At the age of 19, he attended the Accademia in Rome where he met Manning. His health was not good so he was ordained early at 22 and Wiseman appointed him to St Edmund’s College, Ware, as Vice-Rector. 

He started with vision the great Missionary College of Mill Hill and toured widely in the USA to raise funds for it. He bought The Tablet and edited it for a time. In 1870 at the age of 40 he was made Bishop of Salford. At 60 he became Archbishop of Westminster and at 61 Cardinal. His titular Church was St. Andrew and St. Gregory on the Coelian Hill. 
In 1895 he laid the foundation stone of Westminster Cathedral, desiring that the Benedictines should regularly sing Office there. He founded the Crusade of Rescue for needy children. He wrote ‘The Young Priest.’

He died in 1903 aged 71.

Cardinal  Henry Edward Manning

Born in Totteridge on July 15, 1808. His father was a Member of Parliament. He went to Harrow at ten years of age and later became Captain of Cricket there. At Balliol he took a First in Greats. At 24 he was a Fellow of Merton College and an Anglican Divine. He married and then followed a 17 year curacy that led to his becoming Archdeacon of Chichester. 

Fourteen years after his wife died he became a Catholic. He was ordained by Wiseman at Farm Street Church and then studied at the Accademia in Rome where he took his Doctorate. As Provost of the Cathedral Chapter in Westminster, he sought many reforms. 

When he succeeded his friend Wiseman as Archbishop (and ten years later as Cardinal), he took great steps for Further Education (Education Act 1870), for Relief of the Poor and for Temperance Reform. He helped resolve the Dock Strike (1889). He opposed Newman’s plan for a Catholic College at Oxford and renewed the ban on Oxford and Cambridge. He re-organised the Venerable English College desiring an Oratorian as Rector. His titular Church was that of St. Andrew and St. Gregory on the Coelian Hill. 

He died in 1892 aged 84.

Cardinal Nicholas Wiseman

Born Seville, Spain, of Irish parents. Educated Waterford, Ushaw and the Venerable English College. At the age of 16 he entered the College. Ordained in 1825, he was made a Rector shortly afterwards. He became a noted scholar and gold medallist – especially in Syriac – and enriched the Library with rare books in his researches. At 38 he became Coadjutor Bishop of the Central District of London and President of Oscott College. 

At the age of 48, when the Pope allowed England and Wales to have 12 Bishoprics subject to Westminster, Wiseman became Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster. He worked with Manning, regulated afresh the style of Religious Services and Devotions in England and the structure of Seminaries, secured status for Military Chaplains, and set up schools for needy children. His own youthful exuberance still reveals itself - but only just – on a pillar beside the College Tank where he carved his own name. His titular Church was Saint Prudentiana. 

He died on 15th February 1865, in London aged 62.
Auxilliary Bishops of the Diocese of Westminster
Bishop John Arnold

Bishop John Arnold was ordained Bishop and appointed as an Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Westminster on 3rd February 2006. He is assigned the titural see of Lindisfarne and has responsibility for the pastoral care of the deaneries of Barnet, Brent, Enfield, Haringey, and Harrow.

John Arnold was born in Sheffield and attended Mylnhurst Convent School, before attending Grace Dieu Manor Preparatory school and Ratcliffe College, both schools run by the Institute of Charity (Rosminians). In 1975 He graduated with a Law Degree from Trinity College, Oxford and completed his legal qualification by being called to the Bar in the Middle Temple in 1976 after studies at the Council of Legal Education.

In the autumn of the same year, he entered the novitiate of the Institute of Charity (Rosminians), taking simple vows in 1978 before beginning studies at the Gregorian University in Rome. In 1981 he transferred to the Venerable English College and continued his studies for the Diocese of Westminster, completing both a Licence and a doctorate in Canon Law. He was ordained by Cardinal Basil Hume as a deacon in November 1982, and a priest in July 1983. With the completion of studies in Rome, he was appointed to Westminster Cathedral as a chaplain, with responsibilities for the Westminster Hospital in 1985.

In 1989 he was appointed as SubAdministrator of the Cathedral under Canon Oliver Kelly and subsequently under Patrick O’Donoghue, now Bishop of Lancaster. In 1993 he was became parish priest of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St George in Enfield and remained there until 2001, serving also as Promoter of Justice for Cardinal Hume. In 2001 he was appointed as Chancellor and Vicar General by Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor. During this time he was primarily responsible for planning two consultations within the Diocese on spiritual renewal and forming a vision for the future, in response to Pope John Paul II’s invitation in “Novo Millennio Ineunte” (At the Beginning of the new Millennium). In 2003 he was made a Chaplain to the Papal Household.

During his appointment at the Cathedral, he assisted in the compilation of two books published by Cardinal Hume; “Light in the Lord” and “Towards a Civilisation of Love”. Having contributed to “AIDS: Meeting the Community Challenge”, he published “The Quality of Mercy, A fresh look at the Sacrament of Reconciliation” in 1993.

Bishop Alan Hopes

Bishop Alan Hopes was ordained Bishop, and appointed as an Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Westminster, on 24th January 2003. He is assigned the titular see of Cuncacestre. Bishop Hopes is chairman of the Department for Clergy and Consecrated Life and has pastoral responsibility for the Deaneries of Ealing, Hammersmith and Fulham, Hillingdon, Hounslow, Kensington and Chelsea, North Kensington, and Upper Thames.

Bishop Alan Hopes was born in 1944 in Oxford of London parents. He was educated at Oxford High School until he moved to London in 1956, when he attended Enfield Grammar. In 1963 he began a degree in Theology at King College, London, taking his degree in 1966. He then attended Warminster Theological College and was ordained priest in the Church of England in 1968. He served as a priest in the Church of England until 1994 when he was received into the Catholic Church.

He was ordained priest in the Catholic Church in December 1995. After two years as Assistant Priest at Our Lady of Victories in Kensington, London he became parish priest at Holy Redeemer and St Thomas More, Chelsea. In 2001 he was appointed as Vicar General. In 2002 he became a member of Bishops' Conference Committee on Liturgy and in 2005 was appointed as Chairman of the Committee on Liturgy.

Bishop Bernard Longley

Bishop Bernard Longley was ordained Bishop and appointed as an Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Westminster, on 24th January 2003. He is assigned the titular see of Zarna. Bishop Longley is Head of the Diocesan Pastoral Board and has pastoral responsibilities for the Deaneries of Camden, Hackney, Islington, Marylebone, Tower Hamlets, and Westminster.

Bishop Bernard Longley studied at the Royal Northern College of Music and New College, Oxford. He was ordained to the priesthood in December 1981 at St John’s Seminary, Wonersh and was assistant priest at St Joseph’s Epsom and Chaplain to Psychiatric Hospitals. In 1991, he was appointed Surrey Chairman of Diocesan Commission for Christian Unity and in 1996 became National Ecumenical Officer at the Catholic Bishops' Conference. From 1987 to 1996 he was on the staff of St. John's Seminary, Wonersh, teaching dogmatic theology.

In 1999 he was appointed Moderator of the Steering Committee of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland and also Assistant General Secretary of Catholic Bishops' Conference with responsibilities for Ecumenism and Inter Faith Affairs.

Bishop George Stack

Bishop George Stack was ordained an Auxiliary Bishop for the Diocese of Westminster on 12 April 2001. He is chairman of the Diocesan Department for Education and Formation and has pastoral responsibility for the Deaneries in Hertfordshire.

Bishop Stack was  born on 9 May 1946 in Cork, Ireland. He attended St Aloysius' Secondary School, Highgate, before studying for the priesthood at St Edmund's College, Ware, from 1966 to 1972.

He was ordained on 21 May 1972 at St Mary & St Joseph Church in Poplar by Bishop Victor Guazzelli, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster. From 1971 to 1975 he was deacon and then assistant priest at Our Lady & St Joseph, Hanwell. From 1972 he was also chaplain to St Bernard's Hospital, Southall (until 1975), and chaplain to Cardinal Wiseman School, Greenford (until 1976).

From 1974 to 1977 Bishop Stack undertook further studies at St Mary's College, Strawberry Hill, and gained a Bachelor of Education degree. He then became a member of the Westminster Religious Education Centre.  In 1977, he was appointed assistant priest at St Paul the Apostle, Wood Green, and in 1983, parish priest at Our Lady Help of Christians, Kentish Town. In 1990, he was appointed Vicar General for Clergy in the Westminster Diocese, and was based at Archbishop's House. He became Administrator of Westminster Cathedral in 1993, and was also appointed a prelate of honour with the title Monsignor.

In addition to his Diocesan responsibilities, Bishop Stack is Chair of Governors at St Mary’s University College; a Governor at Heythrop College in the University of London and a Member of the Board of St John & St Elizabeth’s Hospital, London.
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