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Li turgy
O f f i c e
E N G L A N D

&  WA L E S

Liturgical Development and Tradition
The liturgical norms of the Council of Trent have been completed and 

perfected in many respects by those of the Second Vatican Council
In setting forth its instructions for the revision of the Order of Mass, the Second 
Vatican Council, using the same words as did St Pius V in the Apostolic Constitution 
Quo primum, by which the Missal of Trent was promulgated in 1570, also ordered, 
among other things, that some rites be restored ‘to the original norm of the holy 
Fathers.’  From the fact that the same words are used it can be seen how both 
Roman Missals, although separated by four centuries, embrace one and the same 
tradition. Furthermore, if the inner elements of this tradition are reflected upon, 
it also becomes clear how outstandingly and felicitously the older Roman Missal 
is brought to fulfilment in the new. 

The new Missal, therefore, while bearing witness to the Roman Church’s rule of 
prayer (lex orandi), also safeguards the deposit of faith handed down by the more 
recent Councils and marks in its own right a step of great importance in liturgical 
tradition. 

Indeed, when the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council reaffirmed the dogmatic 
pronouncements of the Council of Trent, they spoke at a far different time in 
world history, so that they were able to bring forward proposals and measures of a 
pastoral nature that could not have even been foreseen four centuries earlier. 

In this manner the Church, while remaining faithful to her office as teacher of 
truth safeguarding ‘things old,’ that is, the deposit of tradition, fulfils at the same 
time another duty, that of examining and prudently bringing forth ‘things new’ 
(cf. Mt 13:52). 
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Practical Points
The formation of those 
responsible for the preparation 
of the liturgy for celebration 
should include a formation in 
the historical development of the 
liturgy as well as in the present 
form of the Roman Rite
The sense of the liturgy being 
part of the inheritance of the 
Church can be enhanced by 
the appropriate use of musical 
settings from different periods of 
the Church’s history, and from 
settings originating from the 
culture of the Church throughout 
the world today

•

•

Some Questions
How faithfully does local 
celebration of the Church’s 
liturgy accord with the norms 
established in the liturgical 
books? 
What have we received from the 
Tradition and what and how do 
we seek to pass it on?

•

•
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