Holocaust Memorial Day

27 January 2016
Resources for schools

Once a year we remember those who suffered, and continue to suffer, as a result of the Jewish holocaust. 27 January 27 marks the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest of the Nazi concentration camps and on this day we remember the millions of people killed in the Nazi persecution and in subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 
At this time we also honour the survivors and challenge ourselves to learn lessons from the past so that we never allow this to happen again. Whilst we live in a country where we are not at risk of genocide, but persecution is a result of hatred, prejudice and discrimination, and there is much to do here, if we are to be a just and caring society.

As a Catholic community we want to live in and promote a society where people are accepted and respected even though they are different from ourselves. We know that God has no favourites, we are all His children, one family and we should find a way of living together in positive relationship with others. This is not always easy so we have to reflect on what is going on around us and respond in love for one another. As people of God, this is what we are called to do.

Holocaust Memorial Day is one such opportunity to stop and think about what is going on and consider the part we need to play. The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust has provided a variety of school resources, from assemblies to moments of reflection.

This year’s theme is – Don’t Stand By. Here are a few examples of what is on offer:

Assemblies

The assemblies on Holocaust Memorial Day have been designed for students and would ideally take place on Holocaust Memorial Day itself - 27 January.
Each assembly has notes and a PowerPoint presentation. It is recommended that you read the whole of this assembly and look through the accompanying PowerPoint presentation in advance, so that you can tailor the assembly to your students, if need be. The material has been presented in a factual yet sensitive way.

Aged 9-11

http://hmd.org.uk/education/assembly-hmd-2016-dont-stand-age-9-11
Because this assembly is aimed at younger students there is only one mention of the Holocaust, in addition to that it is for Holocaust Memorial Day. 

Aged 11-14

http://hmd.org.uk/education/assembly-hmd-2016-dont-stand-age-11-14
Aged 14-16

http://hmd.org.uk/education/assembly-hmd-2016-dont-stand-age-14-16
Aged 16-18

http://hmd.org.uk/education/assembly-hmd-2016-dont-stand-age-16-18
Aged 11-18

http://hmd.org.uk/education/assembly-hmd-2016-dont-stand-age-11-18
Don't Stand By - Resource
http://hmd.org.uk/education/hmd-2016-what-you-can-do
This resource is full of ideas, people and case studies to inspire you, your students, your audience, anyone and everyone to take action and not stand by. The activities will all work well together and will support each other, but you can also focus on just one area.

Lesson Plan: Didn't Stand By
http://hmd.org.uk/education/hmd-2016-lesson-plan-didnt-stand
In this lesson your students are going to explore ways in which individuals and groups of people didn’t stand by during the Holocaust, so that your students have a greater understanding of responses to the Holocaust.

 

Life Stories

http://hmd.org.uk/education/hmd-2016-life-stories
Here are fourteen life stories of people affected by the Holocaust, Nazi persecution and subsequent genocides which are relevant to the theme of HMD 2016: Don't stand by. You may wish to use these with your students as individual case studies from each genocide. 

 

SEN Resources

http://hmd.org.uk/education/hmd-2016-sen-resources
The following resources have been produced for you to explore the 2016 theme Don’t stand by with your audience, whether you are working with SEN pupils in a mainstream school or working in an SEN school. 

 

We have produced a sensory statement which you can use once to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day, or as a basis for broader learning. The statement itself can be explored as an assembly, a lesson or as a series of lessons.
There is an inclusive craft activity sheet for exploring ways to engage with the theme through craft and there are ‘easy to read’ life stories to supplement the other resources and for further information.

  
Classroom activity: Art and the Holocaust
http://hmd.org.uk/education/classroom-activity-art-and-holocaust
This resource is aimed at secondary school students, aged 11-18 and is designed to be used in the run up to Holocaust Memorial Day, on 27 January.  It will introduce your students to the Holocaust through art, and to encourage them to enter the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust’s art competition, Drawing Inspiration. This classroom activity can be a starting point for a greater scheme of work on the Holocaust (and subsequent genocides) or can stand alone. 

Classroom Activity - Holocaust Poetry

http://hmd.org.uk/education/classroom-activity-holocaust-poetry
This resource is aimed at secondary school students, aged 11-18 and is designed to be used on (or around) Holocaust Memorial Day, to introduce your students to the Holocaust through poetry. This classroom activity can be a starting point for a greater scheme of work on the Holocaust (and subsequent genocides) or can stand alone.

Welsh Language Resources
http://hmd.org.uk/education/hmd-2016-welsh-language-education-resources
The HMDT also has number of Welsh language education resources to help you explore this year’s theme Don’t Stand By.
Prayer

Catholic schools often have a weekly or daily prayer which reflects the season, a feast day or a theme. Here are some prayers which you might like to use during the week beginning 25 January 2016.

This week we remember those who lost their lives during the holocaust. Let us never forget that, as human beings, we have the capacity to do great harm as well as ‘good’. 
We pray for the opportunity, the determination and the strength to do ‘good’ – not just for those we love but for all humankind so that we help build a world we can be proud of.

Lord, 
We thank you for all we have and all that we are. We thank you for sending your Son who has shown us what it is to love. We are sorry for the times we fail to live as we should and we ask for your help so that we live well for the benefit of all people. 

We pray for our Church, that we might lead by example, that we seek dialogue with all people, by listening, respecting and learning from each other in a relationship of mutual love. 
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