‘Faith Nation’ Project: Witnessing to Faith Through Online Faith Sharing

Introduction
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Pope Benedict XVI wrote in the World Communications Day Message for 2011: ‘Our pastoral presence in that [digital] world must thus serve to show our contemporaries, especially the many people in our day who experience uncertainty and confusion, “that God is near; that in Christ we all belong to one another”’ (Benedict XVI, Address to the Roman Curia, 21 December 2009). He added that we need: ‘A pastoral presence in the world of digital communications, precisely because it brings us into contact with the followers of other religions, non-believers and people of every culture… can we not see the web as also offering a space – like the “Court of the Gentiles” of the Temple of Jerusalem – for those who have not yet come to know God?’ (Source: http://www.catholic-ew.org.uk/Catholic-Church/Media-Centre/World-Communications-Day/World-Communications-Day-2011) 

It is vital that the Church is proactively seeking and creating spaces on the ‘digital continent’ where people can be signposted to God’s love and mercy. The existence of this new digital space provides previously unseen opportunities for evangelistic engagement. This is something that the recent creation of the new Pontifical Council for the New Evangelisation will explore with partners. 

We can all play a part in sharing our Faith online in service of home mission. Just as in years gone by the Catholic Community sent missionaries to distant lands, we now urgently need to populate spaces in the virtual world so as to signpost people to Jesus Christ. 

Objectives

Everyone enjoys listening to a good story. Jesus favoured story telling as a tool of mission and in our times we too must do the same in a way that fits the age we’re living in. Online video is the new pulpit, the new Areopagus of our age. We need to be represented in this audio-visual market place. This is the objective of this project and you are invited to contribute to it. Your stories are the most important part of this outreach initiative. 

Some initial video testimony was piloted ahead of the Pope’s visit to the UK: (http://www.vimeo.com/channels/catholic and http://www.catholicchurch.org.uk/Catholic-Church/media_centre/press_releases/press_releases_2010/Heart-Speaks-to-Heart-Members-of-the-Catholic-Community-Share-Moving-Stories-of-Faith) 

Get Involved

Faith Nation will be created by members of the Catholic Community as a new online resource that offers video stories (testimonies) from ordinary people about what their faith means to them and how it impacts their daily life.

The Catholic Community has many wonderful stories to share and the creation of this resource will provide an archive of who we are and also enable us to tell our stories direct to people in the comfort of their own homes.  Faith Nation aims to provide a platform for Catholics to share confidently something about their faith as a tool of evangelisation. 


What to do next and how do I submit something?

1) The story (testimony) should last between 60 – 90 secs so start by praying about what to share; e.g. an experience of when you were aware of God’s presence in your life, what daily prayer means to you, how the gift of the Sacrament of Reconciliation enriches your life and / or your favourite faith centred reminiscences (not least the Holy Father’s recent visit). 


2) Think about how you’ll begin your story (share your first name, age or age bracket, job) what will go in the middle and how you’ll end the story. We don’t want story-tellers to use or read notes but share from the heart looking direct into the camera. It’s best to imagine that you’re speaking to one person. 

3) Your story should centre on Jesus Christ and don’t include other people in your story unless you have permission to do so. 

4) You will need recording equipment – a video camera or perhaps a mobile phone that has a recording feature. Using a tripod can be helpful but is not essential. If you don’t have a tripod try to put the camera or phone on a flat surface before you press record.

5) The final file size should be no more than 7mb, preferably smaller, so that you can email it to us. 

You need to save your recording as an mp4 file please. For technical guidance please see: http://www.vimeo.com/help/compression 

6) Once you’ve recorded a story please email it to the Home Mission Desk: Clare.Ward@cbcew.org.uk or send it on a disc in the post to: Home Mission Desk, Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 39 Eccleston Square. London. SW1V 1BX. You might also consider posting it on your own website or Facebook page.

7) Whatever you do, pray about it first, keep your story simple, Jesus centred and conversational. The recording of your story is your chance to speak to others about your faith – heart speaking unto heart – in support of the home mission legacy of the Holy Father’s visit to the UK.

An additional resource about sharing faith is available from: http://www.thepapalvisit.org.uk/2010-Visit/Papal-Visit-Resources/Parish-Resources/Journey-of-Faith-Witness 
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