Day for Life 2012

INTERCESSIONS

29 July 2012, Seventeenth Sunday of the Year


Christ heals the sick and feeds the hungry. He continues to provide for our needs as we come to be nourished at our celebration today. We seek the food that Christ offers us, and we turn in prayer for our needs and the needs of the world. 

We pray for the Church - the People of God called to be the Body Christ: that we may proclaim through our lives the presence of Christ who gives meaning to all that we do and say. 

We pray for our communities and parishes: that we may respect one another and honour one another as people created in the image and likeness of God. May we recognise in all of humanity the gift of life and the capacity to love and be loved. 

We pray for all those involved with the Olympic and Paralympic Games: that as the world marvels at the human body in all its wonder, we may be reminded that this is an opportunity to celebrate the incredible dignity of the human body, and that we may strive to protect human life from beginning to end.

We pray for those whose bodies are ravished by plague and famine, those who neglect their bodies and those who cast aside by society and the world: may we share what we can and may our faith lead us to provide comfort and compassion.

We pray for young people, that in a world that promotes lifestyles and attitudes contrary to the Gospel, they may hold on to what is truly valuable: the knowledge and faith in the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, who is the way to true happiness. 

We pray for those who care for the sick and the dying: for those who truly honour human life: may they be encouraged by our support and prayers and may they bring comfort and hope to those entrusted to their care. 

As the athletes of the world are honoured around the globe, may we never forget the poor and marginalised, the sick and the needy, and may we bring them the honour of being loved and cared for. 

We turn to Our Lady, who held the broken body of her son, and ask for her prayers as we say: Hail Mary…..

[bookmark: _GoBack]God our Father, we give thanks for hearing our prayers. May we joyfully give witness to the glory of human life that is fed, nourished and sustained by your goodness, through your Risen Son, who is Lord for ever and ever.
