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The Hasidic master Rabbi Mendel once asked his disciples
‘Where is God’
Bemused, the students replied 
‘Is it not written that God fills the heaven and the earth?
God is everywhere.’

No replied the rabbi,
‘God is where we let him in.’

The God whom Jesus reveals to us 
never coerces, never forces us. 

God who is so rich in love and mercy,
so generous in  the gifts of creation 
makes himself poor in that 
he waits for us to respond to his love 
to open ourselves to his grace.

In todays Gospel we hear of 
the multiplication of the loaves and fishes

There are thousands of people present
but one person stands out.
A small boy with five barley loaves and two fish.

Jesus takes the bread and fish
and feeds all the crowd.

It’s a story that shows how God works in the world.
The small boy gives all he has
and Jesus is able to work a miracle.

The boy’s generosity lets God in.

God has given us freedom 
and never imposes himself 
but God is alert  to every opening,
every act of generosity 
so that he may act.

And God wants to act in every area of our life
to be part, not only of the spiritual depths of our hearts,
but he also wants to be a part of every dimension of our existence.

God wishes to be a part of our work, our play, 
our relationships,
our family life.  
God wants to be present in every aspect of life.
Today we keep the annual Day for Life
which this year asks us to reflect on an extraordinary gift - the human body.   

This year our nation welcomes the Paralympic and Olympic games 
and we are able to recognize the extraordinary achievements
of our physical bodies.
As followers of Christ we are called to make God a part of these celebrations
to see his hand at work in the wonder of our physical nature.

Each of us is, as St Paul wrote,
‘God’s work of art’
not just in our spirit 
but in our bodies too.

We may look at our bodies 
and most of us will not see the body of an athlete or a supermodel
but what we will see is God’s work of art.
The eyes of faith reveal to us the wonder of our being.

We are called to care for our bodies, 
to show respect for our body,
in every moment of its existence
from conception 
to natural death

We are to use our bodies for the glory of God.

As the small boy in the Gospel gave all 
and so became the spark for Christ’s miracle
each of us is called to be the place
of God’s entry into our world
by the way in which we treat our own bodies
and the way we 
promote the well-being and dignity of every person
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