From the Public Affairs Office of the Archbishop of Westminster, 

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor
P R E S S   R E L E A S E

Keep focus on communion, Cardinal urges Synod in Rome
5 October 2005
Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor has told bishops meeting in Rome to discuss the Eucharist that they need to emphasise “communion” – the spiritual bond which ties the Church together. 

“I am convinced that a recovery of the theology and ecclesiology of koinonia, in its many dimensions, is truly a fruit of the presence of the Spirit of the Risen Christ in his Church and a theme of immense ecumenical significance”, he told the bishops yesterday (Tuesday) morning, in one of the first speeches to be heard at the Synod, which opened on 2 October and continues until 23 October. 
He said the relationship between communion/koinonia and the Eucharist should be “a central feature” of the bishops’ discussions and documents which result from them. He urged participants not to limit themselves to “a narrow discussion of practical norms or catechetical guidelines, important as these are”, but to keep the larger picture in mind. 

“This Synod on the Eucharist takes us to the heart of all that the Second Vatican Council sought to say about Church, the world, and the destiny of all human history in the mystery of the Blessed Trinity.”

FULL TEXT FOLLOWS OF OFFICIAL SUMMARY OF CARDINAL’S INTERVENTION AS RELEASED TO THE PRESS BY THE VATICAN
 (actual text of speech is confidential). 

BEGINS

It is my sincere hope that our deliberations will concentrate on the implications of the Eucharist for the ecclesial community and its mission in the world. The Final Report of the 1985 Synod chose as its title: Ecclesia sub Verbo Dei celebrans mysteria Christi pro salute mundi. In that title we find the four great constitutions of Vatican II linked together.


In referring to the Extraordinary Synod of 1985 I am quite explicitly pointing to one of the greatest fruits that issued from it: namely, its focus on koinonia/communion -  Ecclesiologia communionis.

I am convinced that a recovery of the theology and ecclesiology of koinonia, in its many dimensions, is truly a fruit of the presence of the Spirit of the Risen Christ in his Church and a theme of immense ecumenical significance.


It is essential that the profound relationship between communion/koinonia and the Eucharist be a central feature of our discussions and of any documents that emerge from this assembly. We cannot reduce our gathering at this Synod to a narrow discussion of practical norms or catechetical guidelines, important as these are.


This Synod on the Eucharist takes us to the heart of all that the Second Vatican Council sought to say about Church, the world, and the destiny of all human history in the mystery of the Blessed Trinity.

ENDS

NOTES FOR EDITORS:

1. Synods of Bishops are held in Rome every 3-4 years, to consider major themes. Participants are elected by national bishops’ conferences. 

2. As well as Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor, the bishops’ conference of England and Wales is represented by the Bishop of Shrewsbury, Brian Noble. Also attending is Bishop Arthur Roche of Leeds, who is representing ICEL, the body which translates liturgical texts into English. 

Austen Ivereigh

Director for Public Affairs of the Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor
Tel. 020 7798 9045

Mobile 07905 224860

Email: austenivereigh@rcdow.org.uk

Public Affairs Office, Archbishop’s House, Westminster, London SW1P 1 QJ

