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CES Parliamentary Reception - 23 June 2009

Welcome – Oona Stannard, Chief Executive and Director of CESEW

Ladies and Gentlemen

I’m Oona Stannard from the Catholic Education Service for England and Wales and I’m delighted to welcome you to this our fifth annual Parliamentary Reception. Amongst this very esteemed gathering we have education officers from the dioceses, we have heads and principals from across both schools and further and higher education in the Catholic sector, and we have other good friends of Catholic education including researchers, we have Networking Magazine represented, we have teachers who are members of the Catholic Association of Teachers, Schools and Colleges and of course, very importantly we have our parliamentarians and our bishops. And it’s very important I think, as Catholic educators, that we’re gathered here in this place, in Parliament, in this place of our representatives, where we have to do so much work to ensure that they’re helped to understand Catholic education; why we do it and what we’re seeking, and that we’re able to get their support in the very important matters that go through the House. Before I hand over to others to speak, I would however just like to take a few moments to say a prayer that’s a very familiar one, and popular with educators, but I think it’s particularly pertinent at this moment to think about the words offered to us by John Henry Cardinal Newman.

“God has created me to do him some definite service; He has committed some work to me which he has not committed to another. I have my mission; I never may know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I have a part in a great work; I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do good, I shall do His work; I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it, if I do but keep His commandments and serve Him in my calling. Amen”
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