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The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales have published a 35-page presentation of Catholic social teaching, applying it to present-day society in Britain.   The document entitled "The Common Good", was introduced by Cardinal Hume at a news conference in Archbishop's House. 

The document is aimed first of all at the Catholic population in general.  The chairman of the working party, Bishop David Konstant of Leeds, said, "The main purpose of this document is long term and educational.  It is to raise Catholics' knowledge and understanding of Catholic social teaching.   This teaching is an indispensable part of the mission of the Church and is too little known.  A second objective is to make a contribution to the national debate on the many subjects now being discussed because of the forthcoming general election." 

In his preface, Cardinal Hume writes, "The Church does not present a political programme, still less a party political one.  The social teaching of the Church, as expounded in this document, provides a set of consistent and complementary principles, values and goals.  We recognise, of course, that many people of other faiths or even none would be able to accept much that this teaching has to offer, whether it is described as Catholic or not.   Every public policy should be judged by the effect that it has on human dignity and the common good." 

The document contains an appendix offering extracts from 100 years of Catholic social teaching in papal encyclical letters.  Of the twelve encyclicals written so far by the present pope, three have dealt primarily with the question of social justice (Laborem exercens, 1981, Sollicitudo rei socialis, 1987, and Centesimus annus, 1991).  It is also features extensively in Veritatis splendor (1993) and Evangelium vitae (1995) as well as the pope's letter for the millennium, Tertio millennio adveniente (1994). 

A second appendix refers to the extent of the work being done by the Catholic Church's welfare resources.  

 

* The Common Good may be obtained from the Department for Christian Responsibility and Citizenship.  Contact Liz Taite at liz.taite@cbcew.org.uk or on 020 7901 4828. 
  
