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PATRIMONY COMMITTEE and PATRIMONY SUB-COMMITTEE

ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOR HISTORIC CHURCHES COMMITTEES

Thursday 12th May 2016
at the Catholic Chaplaincy of Oxford University

The Old Palace, Rose Place, St Aldates, Oxford OX1 1RD

(N.B. Blue Badge parking only if notified in advance, please see below for other travel information)
This year’s Historic Churches Committees’ Conference will be held on Thursday 12th May at the Catholic Chaplaincy of Oxford University. Rose Place is on the west side of St Aldates, next to Campion Hall and south of Christ Church on the opposite side of the road. Tea, coffee and registration will be from 10.00am. The Conference will start at 10.30am prompt.

The theme this year focusses on Religious Orders, on the history of their expansion into parishes at the end of the penal period and the issues that have arisen for dioceses when Orders have subsequently withdrawn. Fr Peter Harris will enlighten us with an outline of the historical context of the Orders in England and Wales over the past two centuries, and Sophie Andreae will illustrate some recent case histories. Paul Sharrock of conservation architects Thomas Ford & Partners will talk about the restoration of AWN Pugin’s St Augustine’s, Ramsgate, which is currently a major HLF grant funded project. Paul has been responsible for the transformation of St Augustine’s since it was passed back to the Archdiocese of Southwark when the Subiaco Cassinese Congregation of Benedictines withdrew from Ramsgate in 2010. The final speaker is Fr Christopher Jamison, Director of the National Office for Vocation of England and Wales and former Abbot of Worth Abbey. Many will remember him from the BBC2 series ‘The Monastery’. Fr Christopher will speak about ‘The Future Shape of Religious Life’, looking at what the religious life means in the 21st century, how it has changed and what implications this has for historic buildings. The morning session will end with the opportunity to raise any HCC related issues.
After lunch at the Chaplaincy we will go next door to visit Campion Hall, one of the Permanent Private Halls of the University of Oxford. It is run by the Society of Jesus and named after St. Edmund Campion, martyr and Fellow of St John's College, Oxford. The architect of Campion Hall was Sir Edward Lutyens and the Hall was opened in 1936. Lutyens took particular care with the Chapel, designing every detail. Besides the magnificent building, the Hall contains many wonderful treasures (paintings, plate and vestments) which we will be privileged to view. We will finish with tea and cake in the Refectory.
Parking in Oxford is not easy. There are a few spaces for Blue Badge holders outside the Chaplaincy but please tick the box on the booking form if you wish to use one. The best option is the very good Park and Ride scheme. There are a number of car parks operating the scheme, depending from which direction you are coming. The most convenient for the Chaplaincy is Redbridge Park and Ride - OX1 4XG, to the south of the city. Details on the website https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/redbridge-park-and-ride-ox1-4xg There is a very good train service to Oxford and the station is a short walk from the city centre.
The evening before, we are making arrangements to visit to New College, which belies its name having been founded in 1379 by William of Wykeham. Architecturally New College was innovative with its enclosed quadrangle (finished 1386). The cloisters were completed in 1400. The College dining hall is the oldest in either Oxford or Cambridge. It has beautiful gardens with part of the original city wall surviving within its grounds. We are hoping to be able to see some of the College’s treasures. The visit will commence about 5.00pm and there will be a separate charge for this. We are also arranging to have dinner in one of Oxford’s restaurants (cost not included). If you are interested in joining us and/or attending the dinner please tick the appropriate box on the booking form and we will send you details.
There are lots of hotels in Oxford in many different price ranges. Hotels do tend to get booked quickly so you may wish to book a room as soon as you decide to attend the Conference and if you are planning to stay on 11th May.
Closing date for applications is Thursday 28th April 2016. The fee is £50.

Please reply to: Patrimony@cbcew.org.uk 
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