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The Marriage and Family Life Project Office 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales
Background
The Marriage and Family Life Project Office was established in 2003 to serve the ‘diocesan conversations’ project Listening 2004: My Family My Church.  This was a response by the bishops to mark the 10th anniversary of the 1994 International Year of the Family.  In April 2003 the bishops agreed to hold a series of diocesan conversations on marriage and family life. One of the aims of these conversations was to more clearly understand how best marriage and family life could be supported by the Catholic community, and therefore to identify what initiatives  the bishops might wish to undertake together.  It is estimated that 15,000 families took part in Listening 2004. In the light of the overall findings, the bishops agreed a series of responses in April 2005 called Celebrating Family: Blessed, Broken, Living Love. 
Celebrating Family: Blessed, Broken, Living Love is an umbrella title for three discrete projects:
· Everybody’s Welcome - supporting parishes to become more welcoming, friendly and family-sensitive 

· Home is a Holy Place - supporting families and the wider community to become more aware of the holiness of life at home 

· Passing on the Faith - supporting parents and grandparents in passing on faith in God

The bishops were able to use the outcomes of Listening 2004 to raise a substantial sum of money to develop family ministry within dioceses. Since 2008 the Project Office has provided support for projects in dioceses, particularly the accountability processes, facilitating the sharing of good practices and offering support to diocesan leaders. 
N.B For more information on the Celebrating Family diocesan projects read the 2012 ‘Supporting Families: Celebrating Family Projects 2008-11’ report and view the Celebrating Family film.
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/supporting-families-report-2012
Current Focus

Working under the direction of the Bishops’ Committee for Marriage and Family Life, the coordinating role of the Project Office is perceived by our key stakeholder networks to be four-fold: 
a) signalling the importance of marriage and family life in the life of the Church, giving encouragement to those working locally;
b) facilitating inter-diocesan communication and networking;
c) directing enquiries and signposting useful information; 
d) supporting the bishops in their collaborative efforts.  

In November 2013 the bishops approved a further scheme of work 2014-2016 which includes:

1) Developing a framework for family catechesis  
2) Developing a programme for online formation in marriage and family studies to support parish and diocesan work in family ministry, family catechesis and family spirituality

3) Pursuing the strategic recommendations of the reports on marriage preparation

4) Continuing the work on Everybody’s Welcome, Home is a Holy Place and Passing on the Faith

5) Facilitating the distribution of diocesan capacity-building grants under the direction of the CaTEW Trustees.
The Project Office  Team
 Rt Rev John Hine, Chair, Bishops’ Committee for Marriage and Family Life 
Elizabeth Davies, Marriage and Family Life Project Officer 
Hannah Moruzzi, MFL Communications and Projects Adviser ( Monday to Thursday, Term Time only)
Each Spring we also offer an internship placement in collaboration with the University of Notre Dame London programme.  
Related Web Links
http://www.catholic-ew.org.uk/ (departmental news and features website)
http://marriageandfamilylifeprojectoffice.blogspot.co.uk/ (the Project Office Blog)
Marriage and Family Life Project Office (CBCEW) (Facebook)

NB: The material contained in the following  Project Office websites is currently undergoing transfer into a single MFL hub www.catholicfamily.org.uk  due for launch in Spring 2014.
www.celebratingfamily.org.uk
www.homeisaholyplace.org.uk
www.everybodyswelcome.org.uk
www.passingonthefaith.org.uk
www.catholicmarriage.org.uk
http://www.celebratingfamily.org.uk/familias.html  
