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Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales

Department for Christian Responsibility & Citizenship

Health and Social Care Advisory Group

The Story so far

The Bishops’ Conference Healthcare Reference Group was created in 2003 following a new initiative of the Bishops to give pastoral support to those working in healthcare in England and Wales.

Part of the Bishops' Conference Department for Christian Responsibility and Citizenship, the Healthcare Reference Group was created to advise the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales on a range of matters concerning healthcare - including chaplaincy, health policy and the development of pastoral care strategies.

Working with existing groups like the Catholic Medical Association and the Anscombe Bioethics Centre, it supports the Church in England and Wales, and each of the Dioceses, in fulfilling the Church’s mission in health and social care.

The work of the Health and Social Care Group aims to help health and social care workers and chaplains alike to engage in the formation necessary to exercise its vocation to the ministry of healing and wholeness.

Where appropriate, this includes influencing public policy - including policy on inequalities in health outcomes and access to healthcare. All of which is underpinned by the key values of Catholic Social Teaching.

What has the Healthcare Reference Group achieved?
To date the Healthcare Reference Group has:

· created and connected networks in the field of health and social care

· organised a series of conferences entitled Catholics in Healthcare that brought together diverse audiences with high-profile Catholics working in the field

· positively raised the profile of Catholics in Healthcare through exhibition stands at the NHS Confederation Conference

· influenced the Government and regulators on a variety of issues such as: ensuring acceptable approaches to appointment and recognition of chaplaincy; changing proposals on Care Quality Commission registration requirements in partnership with the Conference of Religious; and contributing to the work of the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE).

· published a variety of documents providing practical ways to bring the Christian perspective to bear on a series of health and social care issues

The work has largely been done through volunteer effort.
Healthcare Downloads

The following link connects you to where you can download a series of healthcare resources produced by the 'Catholics in Healthcare' project. 

http://www.cbcew.org.uk/CBCEW-Home/Departments/Christian-Responsibility-and-Citizenship/Healthcare/Downloads
Catholic Chaplaincy For NHS Managers Trusts 
For NHS Trusts and healthcare professionals. The guide focuses on achieving best practice in caring for Catholics.

Guide Spiritual Care Dying Person 
This guide examines the psychosocial and spiritual distress of the dying.

Pastoral needs Catholic Patients 
Advice for clinicians, carers and patients on meeting the spiritual needs of Catholic patients.

Mental Capacity Act and Living Wills A5  
A short guide to the 2007 Mental Capacity Act and 'Living Wills' providing practical and accessible guidance.

Mental Capacity Act and Living Wills A4  
A short guide to the 2007 Mental Capacity Act and 'Living Wills' providing practical and accessible guidance.

In 2014

Two part time, job share project officers were appointed in Dec 2013 and a management group has been formed to support them.
 The name of the group has been changed from Healthcare Reference Group to reflect the integration of healthcare and social care in recent years. It is now known as the ‘Health and Social Care Advisory Group’. 

The work of the Mental Health Reference Group becomes part of this new advisory group and Bishop Richard Moth, lead bishop for mental health, has joined the group as a member.

To avoid an overlap with the work of Caritas Social Action Network it was agreed that CSAN would continue looking after social policy and those who use or are affected by services whilst the Health and Social Care Advisory Group would focus more on the pastoral element of social care and in particular addressing its work to those who have vocations in health and social care roles. Helen O’Brien, the CEO of CSAN will also be joining the group as a member.
The work plan includes: 
· Articulation of a Catholic  Spirituality of health and social care in the 21st century
· Building networks with chaplains and health and social care workers 
· Conferences and seminars

· Mental Health Project
· Policy/influencing 

· Publications 

· Small grants programme
· Website and social media development to support the work
For more information please go to:
www.cbcew.org.uk/Healthcare
www.mentalhealthproject.co.uk
www.catholicchurch.org.uk
A selection of planned activity during autumn 2014
	Oct 1
	HSCAG. Management Group







	Oct 1
	HSCAG. Full meeting 


	Oct 9
	CRC Department meeting

	Oct 10
	‘No health without mental health’ Day Conference, Southwark

	Nov 1
	National Day Conference for the HSCAG with Gerry Arbuckle and James Hanvey at Heythrop. Launch of Catholics in Health and Social Care Network

	Nov 6 - 7
	Bishops Healthcare Advisors overnight meeting in Crewe

	Nov 12
	Chaplaincy Leadership Forum. Nottingham

	Nov 14 - 15
	Mental Health Symposium in partnership with St Mary’s University

	Nov 20
	Multifaith Chaplaincy Council, London
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