[image: ]

Dear Father,
The following text is offered to you as an aid to the preparation for your homily on Gaudete Sunday, that will also be the celebration of Home Mission Sunday this year. Our mission is to help the local Church share the joy of the Gospel throughout England and Wales, so our aim is only to help you to share the Good News with your congregants in such a way that it will inspire them to share the Good News with the people they meet. You are welcome to use as much of this text as is helpful to you. It has been put into sections so you can replace quotes, stories, or analogies as you see fit. If you have any queries, please contact Teresa.carvalho@cbcew.org.uk 
“My soul rejoices in my God!”
Introduction to the theme
Joy is the response our hearts, minds, and souls make when we who are created in the image of God, encounter Him in Jesus Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Like any good news, it is a joy that just must be shared.
Analogy of Encounter
This might be replaced with your personal testimony of an encounter with Christ or another story.
When I think of an encounter with Christ, it reminds me of Peter Pan and his shadow, who at the beginning of the story, have become separated from one another. Try as they might, Peter Pan and his shadow are not able to be reunited without the help of Wendy and her sewing skills. But when they are, both engage with a joyful dance, followed swiftly by Peter Pan whisking Wendy away to the lost boys so she can help them too. 
Share the kerygma through the story
In the same way, we who are made in the image of God have been separated from him. So, the Father sent the Son, Jesus, to reconcile us to Him. This reconciliation brings a deep and lasting joy. A joy we are called to share with others.
 Quotation about Joy
C.S Lewis describes this joy as ‘the serious business of heaven’. Life may well be difficult at the moment, but by opening our hearts to the Holy Spirit and experiencing the joy of knowing Jesus as our friend, he gives us a glimpse of our ultimate destination, heaven. 
The Almighty Father is so good, that he wants us to have a glimpse of heaven now, to begin living eternal life now, and experience the joy of God’s love for us through Jesus Christ now. However, this joy is not only for ourselves, but is the force that propels us to share this Good News with others. 
This advent, take every opportunity to come closer to Christ who came to bring good news to the oppressed, bind up broken hearts, proclaim liberty to captives and release prisoners. Then pass it on.
Call to action
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are living in dark and unpredictable times and it is tempting to put life on pause. But we have been called to be ‘the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘make straight the way of the Lord.’ We are invited to share the hope we have in Jesus Christ, both in our words and actions. My prayer for you this Sunday is that when you take the risk of testifying to the light of Christ, you will be surprised by the joy it brings.
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