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Prot. N. 35/21 

DECREE 
on the Celebration of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 

in the General Roman Calendar 

  

In the household of Bethany the Lord Jesus experienced the family spirit and friendship of 
Martha, Mary and Lazarus, and for this reason the Gospel of John states that he loved them. 
Martha generously offered him hospitality, Mary listened attentively to his words and 
Lazarus promptly emerged from the tomb at the command of the One who humiliated 
death. 

The traditional uncertainty of the Latin Church about the identity of Mary - the Magdalene to 
whom Christ appeared after his resurrection, the sister of Martha, the sinner whose sins the 
Lord had forgiven - which resulted in the inclusion of Martha alone on 29 July in the Roman 
Calendar, has been resolved in recent studies and times, as attested by the current Roman 
Martyrology, which also commemorates Mary and Lazarus on that day. Moreover, in some 
particular calendars the three siblings are already celebrated together. 

Therefore, the Supreme Pontiff Pope FRANCIS, considering the important evangelical 
witness they offered in welcoming the Lord Jesus into their home, in listening to him 
attentively, in believing that he is the resurrection and the life, and accepting the proposal of 
this Dicastery, has decreed that 29 July be designated in the General Roman Calendar as 
the Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus. 

The Memorial must therefore appear under this title in all Calendars and Liturgical Books for 
the celebration of Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours; the variations and additions to be 
adopted in the liturgical texts, attached to the present decree, must be translated, approved 
and, after confirmation by this Dicastery, published by the Episcopal Conferences. 

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding. 

From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, 26 January 
2021, Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops. 

  

Robert Card. Sarah 
Prefect 

✠Arthur Roche 
Archbishop Secretary 

 


