
Prayers at the Time of Death
Canticle of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) 

At last, all-powerful Master, 
you give leave to your servant 
to go in peace, according to your promise.

For my eyes have seen your salvation 
which you have prepared for all nations, 
the light to enlighten the Gentiles 
and give glory to Israel, your people.

Hail, holy Queen (Salve, Regina) 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, 
hail, our life, our sweetness, and our hope. 
To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; 
to thee do we send up our sighs, 
mourning and weeping in this vale of tears.

Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 
thine eyes of mercy towards us; 
and after this, our exile, 
show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus:

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.

Ancient Prayer to the Virgin
We turn to you for protection, 
holy Mother of God. 
Listen to our prayers 
and help us in our needs. 
Save us from every danger, 
glorious and blessed Virgin.

Prayer of Blessed John Henry Newman 
O Lord, 
support us all the day long of this troublous life, 
until the shadows lengthen, and the evening comes, 
and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. 
Then, Lord, in thy mercy, 
grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, 
and peace at the last. 
Amen.

O Jesus, who for love of me
O Jesus, who for love of me, 
didst bear thy cross to Calvary. 
In thy sweet mercy, grant to me 
to suffer and to die with thee.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
I give you my heart and my soul.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
I place all my trust in you.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
assist me in my last agony.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
may I breathe forth my soul in peace with you. 
Amen.
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Memorare
Remember, most loving Virgin Mary, 
never was it heard 
that anyone who turned to you for help 
was left unaided.

Inspired by this confidence, 
though burdened by my sins, 
I run to your protection 
for you are my mother.

Mother of the Word of God, 
do not despise my words of pleading 
but be merciful and hear my prayer. 
Amen. 

Saint Patrick’s Breastplate
Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me,

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend or stranger.

Prayer of Saint Richard
Thanks be to you, my Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits which you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults 
which you have borne for me.

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
follow you more nearly, 
day by day.

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

God be in my head
God be in my head, 
 and in my understanding;

God be in my eyes, 
 and in my looking;

God be in my mouth, 
 and in my speaking;

God be in my heart, 
 and in my thinking;

God be at my end, 
 and at my departing.


