Consecrated for Worship – Yearbook texts

CFW 4
The relationship between Jesus, the Head of the Church, and those who gather to worship as members of his Body, becomes visible in the place of the Church where the Eucharist and other sacraments are celebrated.

CFW 7
The Church assembles at the Font to enact its birth in the person of new members. It is gathered and schooled by the Word proclaimed at the Ambo in its midst. It centres its life on the altar where the Eucharist, the source and summit of all its activity, is offered. The sacred space of a church building is given shape by the rites of the Church.

CFW 8
The Second Vatican Council’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium, published in 1963, called for the ‘full, conscious and active participation’ of the people to be the aim considered ‘before all else’ in the restoration of the Liturgy (SC14)
CFW 9

As the Church continues to reflect on the participation of its members in the Liturgy, it will want its buildings to be in concert with this overarching aim.  In the management of change to our buildings, historical and liturgical awareness are called to act in partnership to… respect equally the character of contemporary Liturgy and the historic or artistic merits of the church
CFW 12

Church buildings have to facilitate many liturgical and devotional activities in addition to the celebration of Mass. They have to accommodate many different people as well. ….particular focus in recent years has been on legal changes favouring access for those with disabilities. The vocation of the community is to announce the Gospel to everyone and this has to be expressed not only in what the Church does but also in the buildings it uses.
CFW 20

Lord,
you built a holy Church, 
founded upon the apostles 
with Jesus Christ as its cornerstone.

Grant that your people, gathered in your name,
may fear and love you
and grow as the temple of your glory.



Collect, RDC, 52


CFW 23
The building, the church, exists to serve the Church, the people of God. Our understanding of the meaning and purpose of the building must in great part be informed by our understanding of the meaning and purpose of the people. In the first place, the church is a house for the Church. 

CFW 28

The pre-eminent purpose of these buildings of the Church is to provide a place for the people to gather to celebrate the Liturgy, the source and summit of Christian life.  This building is not only the place where the community gathers for worship, but where in its gathering and its worship the community encounters the risen Lord of Life. 

CFW 36

From the earliest times the Church has organised and decorated its places of worship to give rich witness to what it believes. Even before the Christian faith found expression in the written words of Scripture or of exhortation or theological reflection, it had found expression in the rich symbolism of the rituals that we know as sacraments.

CFW 48

In accord with the teaching of Second Vatican Council the Church’s priority must be to ensure that a church truly comes into its own when the community gathers there, when the articulation of space in that place enables the articulation and celebration of faith. If a church does not do that it fails in its principal purpose.
CFW 61
The work of considering change to a church is not a matter for any one person or any particular group. It should always be a collaborative process involving the various parties with interest and/or responsibility for the Church and its buildings.
CFW 62
The parish priest has particular responsibility for the parish and its property. He should ensure that the parish community has every opportunity to consider and comment on proposed changes at every stage – from identifying current needs through to assessment of final designs and beyond.

CFW 63
The parish priest ministers in communion, and under the authority of, the Bishop of the Diocese. Diocesan procedures for the approval of change and for the incurring of expenditure must be observed at all times.

CFW 71

Parishes seeking to make changes to their church must reflect upon their internal character as worshipping communities (i.e. as local communities but within the community of the Church), while remembering too their outward nature as communities of witness to Christ in the secular world.

CFW 77

It is recommended that when a parish is beginning to engage with anything but the most minor of changes, it should engage in a process of thorough review of how the Liturgy is presently celebrated. This will help to involve the whole parish community and enable all concerned to understand more fully the Liturgy and its intended role in the life of the community.

CFW 87

No two churches are the same. No two parish communities are alike. No two celebrations are identical. There is no ‘approved’ plan for a new church, no single solution to a church re-ordering, no blueprint which will fit every parish. Within any project there are three aspects to consider: the Liturgy, the people and the building. In any decision made as part of the process these three must be held in balance.
CFW 93
Where any changes at all are being proposed to a listed building these changes need to be referred to the Historic Churches Committee. The Historic Churches Committee will, after proper consultation and consideration, advise the Bishop to issue or withhold the faculty necessary for the work to proceed. 

CFW 93

Building a new church or re-ordering an existing one will of necessity involve a variety of people with specialist and professional skills. When specialist practitioners are engaged they should be given as full an overview of the whole project as is possible, so that they can see how their work will influence the whole project and its future maintenance.

CFW 105
If it becomes clear to a community that a major change is necessary, it may not always be possible for all the work to be done at once. It is best practice in every case to prepare a master plan which, subject to necessary approvals and faculty (if the church is listed), may then be carried out in phases within a reasonable period. 
CFW 112
The space for the faithful is to be planned with special care, so as to enable them to take part properly in the sacred actions, with eyes and heart…Care should be taken that [they] are not only able to see the celebrant and other ministers, but that, with the help of modern amplifying systems, they are able to hear them easily also.

Instruction Inter Oecumenici , 98
CFW 115
Whenever possible the church building should be arranged so that there is sufficient space for all the elements of the rites to be carried out in a prayerful and reverent way, allowing their meaning to be clearly expressed. 

CFW 117

Processional routes and all access routes in the Church must be made usable by as many people as possible. Reasonable provision must be made under the Disability Discrimination Act for all services and locations in a church to be accessible to those with disabilities.

CFW 124

Each baptised person is first and foremost a member of the assembly of the Church. Each person exercising a particular ministry has his or her proper place within the arrangement of the assembly, not because of their status, importance or power as such, but because of the ministry they perform within and for the assembly. 

CFW 125
The chair of the priest celebrant must signify his office of presiding over the gathering and of directing the prayer. Thus the best place for the chair is in a position facing the people at the head of the sanctuary, unless the design of the building or other circumstances impede this: for example, if the great distance would interfere with communication between the priest and the gathered assembly, or if the tabernacle is in the centre behind the altar. 

GIRM 310

CFW 130

Servers occupy benches, chairs or stools situated on the sanctuary or at least close to it, from where they can carry out their ministry with ease and dignity. They should not occupy deacons’ places on either side of the presider (CTM 99).

CFW 131

Musicians, choir director, cantor, animator should be situated so that it is clear from their positioning they too are part of God’s people gathered for worship, as well as providing them with a position which enables them to exercise their ministry of leading the assembly in its song. 

CFW 132
Readers, commissioned ministers of the Holy Communion and other lay ministers are usually seated in the assembly; there is no need for them to be placed on the sanctuary.


CFW 134

The people assembled in the main body of the church should be provided with seating, which may be benches, pews or chairs, the decision as to which may be influenced by many factors. 

CFW 135

The layout of the seating should be a reminder that the Christian assembly is a gathered community, celebrating together as the Body of Christ. As far as possible, the members of the assembly should be able to see the faces of those others gathered with them and all the assembly should be able clearly to see the sanctuary, the priest and ministers, and clearly to hear the presider, the readers, the cantor and choir (GIRM, 311, CTM 21–24).

CFW 137

The seating arrangements in the main body of the church should also take into consideration the requirements of celebrations and events other than Sunday Mass. For example, a good proportion of seats should also have a view of the baptistery.

CFW 156

Parents and children are members of the assembly and should be encouraged to take their proper place.  If it is thought helpful to provide a place where restless children may be taken temporarily, then care should be taken to ensure that those who need to be there clearly remain part of the whole assembly, able to participate in as much of the worship as is possible. 

CFW 157

As full and equal members of the assembly, people with disabilities are entitled to participate fully in the Liturgy, including as liturgical ministers. The Disability Discrimination Act (1995) requires that by October 2004, all churches must have made ‘reasonable adjustments’ to enable physical access to all. 

CFW 159
Where the Liturgy of the Word is celebrated with children apart from the assembly, there should be a suitable room close to the main body of the church to which the children and their leaders may process in safety.

CFW 163

The doors of the church, particularly the main doors, and the narthex, the space at the entrance to the church building, together form a threshold which people cross as they make the transition from the ordinary world to the worshipping community. They mark out a place where the stranger will begin their encounter of the Church at prayer and the place where the Church will formally welcome the stranger who seeks admission not just to the building but to the community of the Church.

CFW 178
The dignity of the word of God requires that the church have a place that is suitable for the proclamation of the word and toward which the attention of the whole congregation of the faithful naturally turns during the Liturgy of the Word.

GIRM 309
CFW 180
The place for the proclamation of the word should normally be a fixed ambo and not simply a moveable lectern (GIRM 309). The place from which the Word is proclaimed needs to be ‘somewhat elevated, fixed, and of a suitable design and nobility. It should reflect the dignity of God’s word and be a clear reminder to the people that in the Mass the table of God’s word and of Christ’s body is placed before them’.
CFW 183
The relationship between the altar and ambo may be shown by both being made from the same materials, and sharing some aspects of design, but they should not be made to look the same as one another, for they have different functions. It should be clear what liturgical action takes place at each location. 

CFW 185
Provision should be made [within the ambo] for a microphone which may be discreetly incorporated in the design of the ambo which allows for pages of the Lectionary or Book of the Gospels to be turned.
CFW 186
Suitable lighting should be directed on the ambo so that the reader may clearly see the page and so that the reader may be clearly seen by the assembly. The visibility of the reader is particularly important for those who rely on lip reading.


CFW 193
At the altar the memorial of the Lord is celebrated and his body and blood given to the people. Therefore the Church’s writers have seen in the altar a sign of Christ himself. This is the basis for the saying: ‘The altar is Christ’. 








RDA 4

CFW 195
The altar is the place provided for the Liturgy of the Eucharist to be celebrated in a dignified and graceful way. There should be in every church building a fixed altar, ….. situated in the sanctuary in a position which is a natural and central focus within the church, and should be freestanding, so that the Eucharist may be celebrated by the priest facing the people and with sufficient space on all sides that the priest and other ministers may walk around it easily. (see GIRM 298, IOe 91, RDA 8, CTM 97).
CFW 197

Only what is required for the celebration of the Mass may be placed on the mensa of the altar: namely, from the beginning of the celebration until the proclamation of the Gospel, the Book of the Gospels; then from the Presentation of the Gifts until the purification of the vessels, the chalice with the paten, a ciborium, if necessary, and, finally, the corporal, the purificator, the pall, and the Missal. In addition, microphones that may be needed to amplify the priest’s voice should be arranged discreetly (See GIRM 306).
CFW 206
The sanctuary is the place where the altar stands, where the word of God is proclaimed, and where the priest, the deacon, and the other ministers exercise their offices. It should suitably be marked off from the body of the church either by its being somewhat elevated or by a particular structure and ornamentation. It should, however, be large enough to allow the Eucharist to be celebrated properly and easily seen.

GIRM 295

CFW 208

The sanctuary should be spacious enough for the rites to be celebrated with grace and reverence, and allow easy access for ministers to carry out their tasks properly. Particular consideration should be given to the position of the altar in relation to the other elements on the sanctuary and the ritual movements around them, for example incensations of altar, ministers and people.
CFW 212

There should be a credence table on the side of the sanctuary large enough to hold the Missal, empty vessels, and all other things necessary for celebrating the rites. This table or another may also be the place where the cup is prepared or vessels are cleaned after Communion (GIRM 118).
CFW 219

When re-ordering is contemplated the sanctuary should not be considered as a separated ‘more holy’ enclave but in terms of its place within the whole sacred space and its relationship with other important areas: the baptistery and reconciliation chapel; the entrance ways of priests and ministers and of the people; the reservation of the Blessed Sacrament and other areas for private prayer; clear and dignified processional routes.
CFW 223

The sacrament of Baptism is such an important event for the community of the Church, so rich in symbol and meaning, that even in the smallest churches the place for baptism should be kept distinct from other areas in the church. A separate, well-cared for and beautifully adorned baptistery with a font which through its design declares that all are welcome to the fountain of life, shows clearly the importance the church attaches to baptism.
CFW 231

In the baptismal Liturgy preference is given to baptism by immersion (that is either by full immersion, or standing or kneeling in water while water is poured over the head and whole body) rather than by infusion (that is, leaning over a font or bowl as water is poured over the head). New fonts should be designed and sited to enable both methods to take place for both adults and children from any side.
CFW 249

The Rite of Penance may be celebrated either face-to-face or with the penitent separated from the confessor by a curtain or grille. A proper reconciliation room or other space should be established for the celebration of the sacrament of penance which is suitable for both these options. The Nolan Report on child protection recommends that the setting for reconciliation of children should be in a place where both priest and child may be seen but not heard (Nolan: 3.3.9 and Recommendation 25), and this arrangement is probably suitable for other penitents also.
CFW 259

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved in the first place, so that communion and viaticum may be taken to the sick and the dying. Its reservation also affords a precious opportunity for the rest of the faithful for worship and adoration of the Lord’s abiding presence (HCWE 5, CTM 101, RS 129).
CFW 264
In England and Wales a lamp burning before the tabernacle is the usual sign of the presence of the reserved Sacrament. So long as the Sacrament is reserved this lamp is kept lit as a sign of respect of the Lord’s sacramental presence. By tradition the light is an oil lamp or a light with a wax candle (GIRM 316, HCWE 11, and see also CB 912, RDC 81).

CFW 271

The relationship of the reserved sacrament and the Liturgy of the Eucharist should be made clear by the liturgical arrangement of the Church. It should be clear to all that the reserved sacrament derives from the sacrifice offered and shared in during the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The main altar — the altar of celebration — should be the primary focus of the church, even when no Liturgy is taking place. 
CFW 303

Vestments worn by deacons, priests and bishops should be made from good quality fabric in keeping with the dignity of the Liturgy. They should be of beautiful design and material, and do not require additional decoration; if there is to be decoration it should consist ‘only of symbols, images or pictures representing the sacred’ (GIRM, 344).

CFW 305
Altar linen should be white and spotlessly clean. (CTM 113) Altar cloths should be of a shape, size, and decoration in keeping with the design of the altar and its mensa (GIRM 304). Fussy lace or draperies should be avoided; ‘noble simplicity’ should be the aim. 

CFW 310

The Paschal candle should be worthy of the great symbolism invested in it. It should not be small or mean. It should be appropriately decorated, but not so extensively that it ceases to resemble a candle. It needs to be lit and extinguished regularly through the Easter season and the year: safe means for this should be provided.

